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Note:  This draft zoning ordinance has the following changes (highlighted in draft) from the 
06/04 Redline Draft: 

• Finalized numbering/formatting to align with Chattanooga City Code 
• Added language recently acted on by Council for Editor’s Note for STVR map 
• Added language recently acted on by Council that BOZA acts on variances from Council 
• Changed language for RPA application deadline to 3rd Monday which is current practice 
• Group homes amended 07/15/2024 
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 TITLE, PURPOSE, & APPLICABILITY 

 

 Title 

This Zoning Code, which incorporates the Official Zoning Map, is known, cited, and referred to as the 
“Chattanooga Zoning Code,” “Zoning Code,” or “Code.” 
 

 Purpose  

The intent of this Code is to establish land use regulations to serve the City of Chattanooga. The purpose 
of this Code is to: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Applicability 
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 Transition Rules 

 

 
Previous Use 
Categorization 
(Prior to Code  
Effective Date) 

Current Use 
Categorization  
(As of Code Effective 
Date) 

Functional Change 

Permitted use Permitted use Remains a permitted use, but is subject to any 
new use standards required by the Code 

Permitted use Special exception use 

Becomes a special exception use; any subsequent 
addition, enlargement, or expansion requires 
special exception use approval and is subject to 
any new use standards required by the Code 

Special exception use Special exception use 

Remains a special exception use; any subsequent 
addition, enlargement, or expansion requires 
special exception use approval and is subject to 
any new use standards required by the Code; the 
use also remains subject to any conditions 
approved as part of the prior special exception 
use approval 
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Special exception use Permitted use 

Becomes a permitted use and is no longer 
subject to any conditions approved as part of 
special exception use process, but is subject to 
any new use standards required by the Code 

Permitted use Not allowed Prohibited in the zoning district; existing use 
becomes a nonconforming use 

Special exception use Not allowed Prohibited in the zoning district; existing use 
becomes a nonconforming use 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Current Versions and Citations 
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 Severability 

Should any section, subsection, phrase, clause, or provision of this Code be declared by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the same does not affect the validity of the Code as a whole or any 
part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid. 
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  DEFINITIONS & RULES OF MEASUREMENT  

 

 Rules of Interpretation 

The terms in the text of this Code are interpreted in accordance with the following rules of construction: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 General Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations may be used within this Code: 
 
BTL is an abbreviation for “build-to line.” 
BTZ is an abbreviation for “build-to zone.” 
GFA is an abbreviation for “gross floor area.” 
ft is an abbreviation for “feet.” 
N/A is an abbreviation for “not applicable.” 
NR is an abbreviation for “nonresidential.” 
sf is an abbreviation for “square feet.” 
SU is an abbreviation for “single-unit.” 
SU-A is an abbreviation for “single-unit - attached.” 
2U is an abbreviation for “two- unit.” 
3U is an abbreviation for “three- unit.” 
4U is an abbreviation for “four- unit.” 
5U is an abbreviation for “five-unit.” 
6U is an abbreviation for “six-unit.”  
MU is an abbreviation for “multi-unit.” 
TH is an abbreviation for “townhouse.” 
MU is an abbreviation for “multi- unit.” 
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 General Definitions 

The following are definitions of general terms used throughout this Code with the exception of Use 
Definitions, which are defined in Article IX. 
 
Abut. To physically touch or border on, or to share a common lot line but not overlap.  
 
Access. A way or means of approach to provide vehicular or pedestrian physical entrance to a property.  
 
Accessibility Ramp. A ramp or similar structure that provides wheelchair or similar access to a structure.  
 
Accessory Structure. A structure detached from a principal building located on the same lot and 
customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal building or use.  
 
Accessory Use. A use of land or of a building or portion thereof customarily incidental and subordinate 
to the principal use of the land or building and located on the same lot with the principal use.  
 
Addition. A structure added to the original structure at some time after the completion of the original or 
an extension or increase in floor area or height of a building or structure. For the purposes of this 
section, “at some time after” is usually defined as after the certificate of occupancy has been issued for 
the original structure.  
 
Adjacent. A lot or parcel of land that shares all or part of a common lot line with another lot or parcel of 
land. 
 
Aisle. The traveled way by which cars enter and depart parking spaces. Also called a travel aisle.  
 
Alley. A service roadway providing a secondary means of access to abutting property and not intended 
for general traffic circulation. 
 
Alteration. Any change or rearrangement in the supporting members of an existing building, such as 
bearing walls, columns, beams, girders, or interior partitions, as well as any change indoors, windows, or 
means of ingress or egress; or any enlargement to or diminution of a building or structure, whether 
horizontally or vertically; or the moving of a building or structure from one location to another. 
 
Amateur (ham) Radio Equipment. An amateur (ham) radio station licensed by the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), including equipment such as, but not limited to, a tower or 
building-mounted structure supporting a radiating antenna platform and other equipment. 
 
Ancillary. In regard to principal uses, a structure or use that provides support and is integral to a 
principal use operation. 
 
Apiary. A structure for the keeping of honeybees. 
 
Appurtenance. The visible, functional, or ornamental objects accessory to, and part of, buildings or 
structures. 
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Architectural Feature. A part or projection that contributes to the aesthetics of a structure, exclusive of 
signs, that is not necessary for the structural integrity of the structure or to make the structure 
habitable. 
 
Area of Special Flood Hazard. The land in the flood plain within a community subject to a 1% or greater 
chance of flooding in any given year (see also High Water Stage). 
 
Articulation. For structures, a change in the depth of the building plane, roofline, or height. 
 
Awning. A roof-like cover projecting from the wall of a building for the purpose of shielding a doorway 
or window from the elements. 
 
Balcony. A roofed or unroofed platform that projects from the exterior wall of a structure above the 
ground floor, which is exposed to the open air, has direct access to the interior of the building, and is not 
supported by posts or columns extending to the ground. 
 
Banner. A temporary sign printed upon flexible material mounted with or without rigid frames on a 
building. 
 
Base Flood. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means the flood having a 1% chance of being 
equaled or exceeded in any given year. This term is also referred to as the 100-year flood or the 1% 
annual chance flood. 
 
Bay Window. A window that projects outward from the structure, which does not rest on the building 
foundation or on the ground.  
 
Berm. An earthen mound designed to provide visual interest on a site, fully or partially screen 
undesirable views, reduce noise, or fulfill similar purposes. 
 
Bike Facility. Improvements to accommodate bicyclists, including bike parking facilities, bike lanes, and 
facilities for bicyclists such as repair stations and shower facilities. 
 
Blank Wall. The horizontal linear dimension of contiguous building wall that does not contain 
fenestration, doors, or decorative elements such as banding, medallions, artwork such as murals and 
mosaics, change in wall plane of at least three inches, or other architectural or material embellishment. 
Any wall less than eight feet in height is not considered to be a blank wall. 
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BLANK WALL 

 
 
Block. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Blockface. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Blue Roof. A roof designed to store water and discharge rainfall. 
 
Buffer. An area of dimensional separation between land uses, buildings, or structures, which is 
undeveloped, with installed screening and/or undisturbed and left in a natural condition. 
 
Buffer Yard. An area of land within a property or site, generally adjacent to and parallel with a property 
line, to allow adequate screening of view, noise, and/or activity taking place within the property or site 
from adversely affecting an adjoining property, site, or the public right-of-way.  
 
Build-To Line (BTL). Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Build-To Zone (BTZ). Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Build-To Percentage. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Buildable Area.  The portion of a lot, excluding required setbacks, where a structure or building 
improvements may be erected. 
 
Building. Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for the shelter, 
housing, or enclosure of any individual, animal, process, equipment, goods, or materials of any kind and 
intended for use in one place.  
 
Building Coverage.  Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Building Envelope. The three-dimensional space within which a structure is permitted to be built on a lot 
and which is defined by regulations governing building setbacks, maximum height, and bulk, by other 
regulations, and/or by any combination thereof. 
 
Building Footprint. The area encompassed by a building’s outer wall at ground level. 
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Building Height. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Building Line. A line measured at the building wall of a structure between parallel lot lines. For the 
purposes of establishing a building line, the building wall does not include permitted encroachments of 
architectural features, such as bay windows, eaves, and steps and stoops. 
 

BUILDING LINE 
 

 
 

BUILDING LINE (3-D VIEW) 
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Building Permit. A permit issued by the duly designated building official authorizing the erection, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair, conversion, or maintenance of a building, structure, or 
portion thereof. 
 
Canopy. A canopy is a roof-like cover designed for protection from the weather or as a decorative 
embellishment affixed to a building or freestanding, with supports that extend to the ground.  
 
Carport. A roofed structure intended to provide a sheltered parking space for the parking of motor 
vehicles and enclosed on not more than three sides.  
 
Chicken Coop. A structure where hens are kept. 
 
Chimney. A vertical shaft of reinforced concrete, masonry or other approved material enclosing one or 
more flues, for the purpose of removing products of combustion from solid, liquid, or gaseous fuel. 
 
Coldframe Structure. A temporary unheated outdoor structure consisting of a frame and a top of glass 
or clear plastic, used for protecting seedlings and plants from the cold. 
 
Co-Location. Placement of equipment from more than one service or service provider on a single tower 
or site. 
 
Cross-Access. A vehicular and/or pedestrian connection between abutting properties that connects the 
two sites and allows vehicles and/or pedestrians to travel between sites without the having to exit to 
the street. 
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CROSS-ACCESS 
 

 
Deck, First Floor. A roofless outdoor space built as an aboveground platform projecting from the first 
floor of a structure and connected by structural supports at grade and/or by the structure. 
 
Deck, Upper Story. A roofless outdoor space built as an aboveground platform projecting from and 
connecting to an upper story wall of a structure with structural supports that extend to the ground. 
 
Donation Box. An unmanned receptacle designed with a door, slot, or similar opening intended to 
accept and store donated clothes and household items.  
 
Driveway. A private roadway providing access to a street or highway.  
 
Dwelling. A structure, or portion thereof, designed exclusively for human habitation.  
 
Dwelling Unit. One or more habitable rooms which are occupied, or which are intended or designed to 
be occupied as a residence by one ”family”, with facilities for living, sleeping, sanitation, and cooking.   
"Family" means for purposes of Chapter 38: 
 

 

 

 

Easement. A grant of one or more of the property rights by the property owner to and/or for use by the 
public, a corporation, or another person or entity. 
 
Eave. The projecting lower edges of a roof overhanging the wall of a structure. 
 
Egress. A place or means of exiting a property.  
 
Encroachment. The extension or placement of any structure, or a component of such, into a required 
setback or right-of-way.  
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Enlargement. An increase in the size of an existing structure or use, including the physical size of the 
property, building, parking, and other improvements.  
 
Endwall. The wall of the end unit of a townhouse development that is not attached to another dwelling 
unit or party wall.  
 
Entablature. An architectural feature that consists of a horizontal, continuous band of elements 
supported by and situated above the columns of a building or structure. 
 
Erect. To build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, or affix. 
 
Existing Use. The use of a property at the time that an application for development or redevelopment is 
made.  
 
External Illumination. Illumination by an artificial source of light not internal to the sign face. 
 
Exterior Lighting. The illumination of an outside area or object by any man-made device that produces 
light by any means. 
 
Exterior Wall. Any wall that defines the exterior boundaries of a building or structure.  
 
Exterior Stairwell. One or more flights of stairs, and the necessary landings and platforms connecting 
them, to form a continuous passage from the entryway of a floor or level to another in a structure 
located on the exterior of a principal building.  
 
Façade. An exterior building wall, from grade to the top of the parapet or eaves. A façade incorporates 
the full width of a building elevation, including any projections or recesses occurring across an elevation. 
The front facade is the principal elevation of a building and contains the building’s main entrance, the 
rear facade is the building’s rear exterior wall, and the side facades are a building’s side exterior walls. 
 
Fence. An artificially constructed barrier of any permitted material or combination of materials erected 
to enclose, screen, or separate areas.  
 

 

 

Fenestration. Windows and other openings on a building facade. 
 
Finished Elevation. The proposed elevation of the land surface of a site after completion of all site 
preparation work. 
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First Floor Demarcation Line. The boundary that marks the separation between the first floor (of a 
building and the floors above it. 
 
Flood or Flooding. A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry 
land areas from:  

 

 

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM). An official map of a community on which the Federal Insurance 
Administration has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones 
applicable to the community.  
 
Flood Hazard Zone. The Flood Hazard Zone includes all areas covered by the Floodway Zone plus all 
areas of special flood hazard as set forth and identified as such by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency in its most recent Floodway Maps and Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) for the community and 
all property which is considered to be below the elevation of the "High Water Stage" for the Tennessee 
River and its tributaries. Changes and additions to the Flood Hazard Zone by Tennessee Valley Authority 
study are hereby adopted and add to or change the Flood Hazard Zone.  
 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). An official map of a community, on which the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency had delineated both the areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones 
applicable to the community.  
 
Flood Insurance Study. The official report provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. The 
report contains flood profiles, as well as the flood Boundary Floodway Map and the water surface 
elevation of the base flood.  
 
Floodproofing. Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes, or adjustments to 
structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water and 
sanitary facilities, structures, and their contents.  
 
Floodway. The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be 
reserved in order to discharge the base flood without increasing the water surface elevation at the High 
Water State or the Base Flood. The Floodway Zone of Ninemile Branch, Black Creek, Ryall Springs 
Branch, Mackey Branch and Friar Branch is identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
and shown on its Flood Boundary and Floodway Maps dated September 6, 1989. The Floodway Zone for 
other streams is identified by lines and the notation 'F/W' on the official Zoning Maps. Changes and 
additions to the Floodway Zone by Tennessee Valley Authority study are hereby adopted and add to or 
change the Floodway Zone. 
 
Foot-Candle. A unit of measure of illuminance equal to one lumen of light spread over an area of one 
square foot. 
 
Frontage. The boundary line of a lot between a building and the right-of-way or the pavement of a 
sidewalk.  
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Garage. An accessory building or portion of a principal building used for the storage of motor vehicles of 
the occupants of the premises.  
 
Gazebo. A freestanding outdoor accessory structure designed for recreational use and not for 
habitation. 
 
Glare. The effect produced by light from a luminaire with an intensity sufficient to cause annoyance, 
discomfort, or loss in visual performance and visibility.  
 
Grading. Any stripping, cutting, filling, or stockpiling of earth or land, including the land in its cut or filled 
condition, to create new grades for development of the lot.  
 
Green Roof. A building roof partially or completely covered with vegetation and a growing medium, 
planted over a waterproofing membrane. It may also include additional layers such as a root barrier and 
drainage and irrigation systems. 
 
Gross Floor Area (GFA). Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Habitable Floor. Any floor usable for living purposes, which includes working, sleeping, eating, cooking 
or recreation, or a combination thereof. A floor used only for storage purposes is not a Habitable Floor. 
This definition replaces the definition of Lowest Habitable Floor. 
 
Hardscape. Nonliving components of a landscape design, such as walls, sculpture, paved walkways, 
patios, stone and gravel areas, benches, fountains, and similar hard-surface areas and objects.  
 
Hedge. A row of bushes or small trees planted close together, especially when demarcating a boundary 
or forming a barrier.  
 
High Water Stage. The High Water Stage for the Tennessee River (Nickajack Lake) and its tributaries are 
that elevation determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency as the one hundred (100) 
year flood elevation as shown on the flood profiles in its Flood Insurance Study for the City of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, dated September 6, 1989, and any other applicable profiles as completed by 
the Tennessee Valley Authority.  
 
Highest Adjacent Grade. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means the highest natural elevation 
of the ground surface, prior to construction, adjacent to the proposed walls of a structure. 
 
Impervious Surface Coverage. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Incidental. Subordinate and minor in significance and bearing a reasonable relationship to the primary 
use.  
 
Infrastructure. Facilities and services needed to sustain land use activities.  
 
Ingress. A place or means of gaining access or entry into a property.  
 
Intensity of Use. Square feet of gross floor area, number of dwelling units, number of employees, or 
other factor used as a basis for requiring off-street parking or loading facilities. 
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Light Pole. Pole on which a luminaire is mounted. 
 
Light Trespass. The shining of light produced by a luminaire (light fixture) beyond the boundaries of the 
property on which it is located.  
 
Lighting, Full Cutoff. A light distribution where the candela value is zero at or above horizontal (90°above 
nadir) and does not exceed 10% at or above a vertical angle of 80°above nadir. 
 

FULL CUTOFF 

Lot. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Area. Defined in Section 38-10.. 
 
Lot, Corner. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Depth. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot, Interior. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot of Record. A lot that exists as shown or described on a plat or deed in the records of the local 
registry of deeds.  
 
Lot Line. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Line, Corner. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Line, Front. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Line, Interior. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Line, Rear. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Line, Street. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot, Through. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Lot Width. Defined in Section 38-10. 
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Lowest Floor. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed 
area, including a basement. An unfinished or flood resistant enclosure used solely for parking of 
vehicles, building access or storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building's 
lowest floor, provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the 
applicable non-elevation design requirements of applicable flood regulations. 
 
Lumen. A unit of measure of the quantity of light that falls on an area of one square foot, every point of 
which is one foot from the source of one candela.  
 
Luminaire. A complete lighting unit consisting of a light source, pole, and all mounting brackets, if 
appropriate, and all necessary mechanical, electrical, and decorative parts. 
 
Manufactured Home Stand. The area of a manufactured home site that has been reserved for the 
placement of a manufactured home. 
 
Mean Sea Level. The average height of the sea for all stages of the tide. 
 
Mitigation/Mitigate. Methods used to alleviate or lessen the impact of development.  
 
Mixed-Use. A building that contains both non-residential and residential uses. 
 
Mixed-Use Development. The development of a building or tract of land with a variety of 
complementary and integrated uses permitted in the zone, such as, but not limited to, residential, 
office, commercial, industrial, public, and recreation, in a compact urban form.  
 
New Construction. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means any structure for which the "start 
of construction" commenced on or after the effective date of the initial floodplain management 
regulations, and includes any subsequent improvements to such a structure.  
 
New Manufactured Home Park or Subdivision. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, a 
manufactured home park or subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on 
which the manufactured homes are to be affixed, including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, 
the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pad) is completed on 
or after September 3, 1980, (the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted by the 
City of Chattanooga). 
 
Nonresidential Zones. Zones that allow a variety of nonresidential uses such as retail, restaurant, 
service, and office, where such types of uses are the primary uses allowed, or where a wide range of 
commercial uses are allowed with residential uses to create mixed-use development.  
 
Nonresidential Use. A structure or land used or intended to be used for nonresidential uses, which 
includes, but is not limited to, retail, office, entertainment, recreation, public, institutional, and other 
nonresidential uses. Structures with multi-unit dwellings above ground floor nonresidential uses are 
considered mixed-use development and considered a nonresidential use for the purposes of this Code.  
 
Off-Street Parking. A space intended for the storage of a motor vehicle on premises other than streets or 
rights-of-way. 
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Outlot. An area of land set aside within a retail center for a separate principal building that shares a 
circulation system and may share common parking with the larger retail center development but is 
separated from the principal building or buildings, typically located along the property line. 
 
Owner. An individual, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, or corporation having sufficient  
proprietary interest to seek development of land, such as the owner of the title or a mortgage whose 
interest is shown of record in the mortgage and conveyance records, a person shown as owner in the 
records of the tax assessor of the county in which the property is situated, or the agent of any such 
person and those in possession of a dwelling, dwelling unit, or premises. 
 
Parapet. The extension of a false front or wall above a roofline. 
 
Parking Facility. A parking lot and/or parking structure. Parking facility does not include parking spaces 
and parking pads for individual dwelling units for single-unit, two-unit, or townhouse dwellings. 
 
Parking Lot. An open, hard-surfaced area, excluding a street or public way, used for the storage of 
operable vehicles, whether for compensation or at no charge. 
 
Parking Structure. A structure used for the parking or storage of operable vehicles, whether for 
compensation or at no charge. 
 
Party Wall. A common wall from the foundation and extending continuously through all stories to or 
above the roof that separates one building from another, but in joint use by each building.  
 
Patio. A hard surface designed and intended for recreational use by people and not used as a parking 
space.  
 
Pedestrian Access. An entrance providing both ingress and egress, operable to residents at all times and 
customers during regular business hours, is required to meet the street-facing entrance requirements. 
Additional entrances off another street, pedestrian area or internal parking area are allowed. The 
entrance spacing requirements must be met for each building but are not applicable to adjacent or 
abutting buildings. Entrance spacing is measured from the edge of door to the edge of the next door. An 
angled entrance may be provided at either corner of a building along the street to meet the street-
facing entrance requirements. 
 
Pedestrian Facilities. Sidewalks, shared use paths, and similar facilities intended for pedestrian mobility.  
 
Pergola. An open structure, which may be either freestanding or attached to a structure, that forms a 
partially shaded pedestrian walkway, passageway, or sitting area, and is constructed of a semi-open roof 
and vertical posts that support cross-beams and a sturdy open lattice. It may also be used as an 
extension of a building entryway. 
 
Pervious Paving. A range of sustainable materials and techniques for permeable paving that allow the 
movement of water through the surface. Gravel and loose rock are not considered pervious paving. 
 
Porch. An architectural feature that projects from the exterior wall of a structure, has direct access to 
the street level of the building, and is covered by a roof or eaves.  
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Porte Cochere. A permanent structure built over a driveway or entry drive that provides temporary 
shelter to persons exiting a vehicle, but not serving as the only covered or enclosed vehicle shelter on-
site.  
 
Principal Building. A non-accessory structure in which a principal use of the lot on which it is located is 
conducted. 
 
Principal Building Line. See “building line.” 
 
Principal Use. The main use of land or structures as distinguished from an accessory use. 
 
Prominent Entrance. A building entrance that is visually distinctive from the remaining portions of the 
facade where it is located and is parallel and directly connected to adjacent pedestrian facilities. 
Entrances that contain at least three of the following are considered a prominent entrance: decorative 
pedestrian lighting/sconces; architectural details carried through to upper stories; covered porches, 
canopies, awnings, or sunshades; archways; transom or sidelight windows; terraced or raised planters; 
common outdoor seating enhanced with specialty details, paving, landscaping, or water features; 
double doors; stoops or stairs. 
 
Repetitive Loss. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means flood-related damage sustained by a 
structure on two separate occasions during a ten year period for which the cost of repairs at the time of 
each such flood event, on the average, equals or exceeds 25% of the market value of the structure 
before the damage occurred. 
 
Recreational Vehicle. Any vehicle or boat designed for recreational purposes and temporary living 
quarters while camping and/or travelling and not used as a commercial vehicle including, but not limited 
to, boat/watercraft, camper trailer, motorized trailer, off-road vehicle, racing car or cycle, travel trailer, 
and truck camper.  
 
Refuse Container. An exterior waste container designed to be mechanically lifted by and emptied into or 
carted away by a collection vehicle.  
 
Recycling Containers. A container for the collection of recyclables. 
 
Residential Zones. Zones where the primary permitted use is residential. Residential zones, within the 
use structure, may allow very limited compatible nonresidential uses, such as places of worship.  
 
Residential Use. A structure designed and used or intended to be used for residential occupancy by one 
or more households, such as single-unit, two-unit, townhouse, and multi-unit dwellings. Multi-unit 
dwellings with ground floor nonresidential uses are considered mixed-use development, and are 
considered a nonresidential use for the purposes of this Code.  
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Right-of-Way. A strip of land dedicated for use as a public way. In addition to the roadway, it typically 
incorporates the curbs, tree lawn, sidewalks, and shoulders. 
 
Roofline. The top edge of a roof or building parapet, whichever is higher, excluding any cupolas, pylons, 
chimneys or minor projections. 
 
Satellite Dish Antenna. A dish antenna designed for transmitting signals to a receiver or receiving station 
or for receiving television, radio, data, communication or other signals from other antennas, satellites or 
other services. 
 
Setback. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Setback, Corner Side. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Setback, Front. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Setback, Interior Side. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Setback, Parking. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Setback, Rear. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Setback, Street. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Shed. An accessory structure, often purchased pre-built or as a kit in pre-fabricated sections, that is not 
designed to be served by heat or plumbing and does not need to be placed on a permanent foundation. 
A shed is typically intended to store lawn, garden, or recreational equipment. 
 
Short-Term Vacation Rental. See Article XVII.  
Solar Panel. A photovoltaic device capable of collecting and converting solar energy into electricity.  
 
Stacking Space. A space specifically designed and designated as a waiting area for vehicles patronizing a 
drive-through facility or service bay. 
 
Standpipe. A rigid vertical or horizontal pipe to which fire hoses can be connected, which may be 
building, ground, or roof mounted.  
 
Start of Construction. Either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such 
as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work 
beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent 
construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading, and filling; nor does it include 
the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, 
piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the 
property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of 
the main structure. 
 
Stepback. In building height, a stepback is the required additional distance that upper stories of a 
structure must be recessed from the façade of the stories below. 
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Stoop. An exterior floor typically constructed of stone, concrete, and/or masonry, with a finished floor 
elevation higher than the adjacent ground level, often with steps leading up to it, and utilized primarily 
as an access platform to a structure. A stoop may be roofed and designed with railings, but cannot be 
enclosed. 
 
Structural Alteration. Any change, other than incidental repairs, which would prolong the life of 
supporting members of a structure, such as the addition, removal, or alteration of bearing walls, 
columns, beams, girders, or foundations. 
 
Structure. A combination of materials that form a construction for use, occupancy, or ornamentation, 
whether installed on, above, or below the surface of land or water.   
 
Substantial Damage. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means damage of any origin sustained 
by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal 
or exceed 50% of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. Substantial damage 
also means flood-related damage sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a ten year 
period for which the cost of repairs at the time of each flood event, on the average, equals or exceeds 
25% of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.  
 
Substantial Improvement. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, for a building built prior to the 
enactment of floodplain regulations, any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a building, the cost 
of which equals or exceeds 50% of the market value of the building either:  
 

 

 

For the purposes of this definition, substantial improvement is considered to occur when the first 
alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not 
that alteration affects the external dimensions of the buildings. The term does not, however, include 
either: 
 

 

 

Substantially Improved Existing Manufactured Home Parks or Subdivisions. Is where the repair, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation or improvement of the streets, utilities and pads equals or exceeds 50% of 
the value of the streets, utilities and pads before the repair, reconstruction or improvement began. 
 
Temporary Use. A use established for a limited duration with the intent to discontinue such use upon 
the expiration of the time period.  
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Transit-Oriented Development (TOD). The concentration of development nodes, consisting of mixed-use 
development located along designated public transit corridors and with convenient and easy access to 
public transit stations. 
 
Transparency. The required amount of window area as a percentage of the specified facade area. Doors 
are included in ground floor transparency when such doors are designed with glass or other transparent 
materials. Garage entrances are not included in ground floor transparency. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unified Control. The combination of two or more tracts of land wherein each owner has agreed that his 
tract of land will be developed under the same development approvals. 
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Use. The purpose or activity for which the land or structure is designed, arranged, or intended, or for 
which it is occupied or maintained. 
 
Vehicle, Inoperable. A vehicle is classified as inoperable when any of the following applies:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vehicle, Junk. Any rusted, wrecked, damaged, dismantled, or partially dismantled, inoperative, or 
abandoned motor vehicle in such a condition that it is economically infeasible to restore the vehicle to 
an operating condition. 
 
Violation. For purposes of adopted flood regulations, means the failure of a structure or other 
development to be fully compliant with the community's floodplain management regulations. A 
structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other certification, or other evidence 
of compliance required in the adopted flood regulations is presumed to be in violation until such time as 
that documentation is provided. 
 
Waterfront. Areas adjacent to bodies of water, such as rivers and lakes. 
 
White Roof. A roof designed to deliver high solar reflectance, reducing heat transfer to the building and 
the ability to radiate absorbed, or non-reflected solar energy. 
 
Yard. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Yard, Front. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Yard, Interior Side. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Yard, Corner Side. Defined in Section 38-10. 
 
Yard, Rear. Defined in Section 2.4. 
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Zoning Lot. A lot or combination of lots within a single block, which is designated by its owner or 
developer to be used, developed, or built upon as a unit. A zoning lot may coincide with a lot of record 
or may be comprised of one or more lots of record. 

 Rules of Measurement  

This section provides the rules of measurement for the dimensional standards and locational 
characteristics within the Code.  
 

 

 

 

 
BLOCK AND BLOCKFACE 
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BUILD-TO ZONE (BTZ) 
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BUILD-OUT PERCENTAGE (BO%) 

 
BUILD-TO PERCENTAGE (BT%) 
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BUILDING HEIGHT 
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LOT TYPES 
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LOT LINES 
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SETBACKS AND YARDS 
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 ZONES & ZONING MAP 

 

 Zones 

In order to carry out the purpose and intent of this Code, the City is divided into the following zones: 
 

 

 
RN-1-7.5 Residential Neighborhood Zone 
RN-1-6 Residential Neighborhood Zone 
RN-1-5 Residential Neighborhood Zone 
RN-1-3 Residential Neighborhood Zone 
RN-2 Residential Neighborhood Zone 
RN-3 Residential Neighborhood Zone 
TRN-1 Traditional Residential Neighborhood Zone 
TRN-2 Traditional Residential Neighborhood Zone 
TRN-3 Traditional Residential Neighborhood Zone 
TRN-4 Traditional Residential Neighborhood Zone 
 

 

 
C-NT Neighborhood Transition Commercial Zone 
C-N Neighborhood Commercial Zone 
C-TMU Transitional Mixed-Use Commercial Zone 
C-C Commercial Corridor Zone 
C-R Regional Commercial Zone 
C-MU1 Commercial Mixed-Use 1 Zone 
C-MU2 Commercial Mixed-Use 2 Zone 
 

 

 
See Article VI 
 

 

 
I-L Light Industrial Zone 
I-H Heavy Industrial Zones 
I-X Industrial Extraction Zone 
I-MU Industrial Mixed-Use Zone 
 

 



June 27, 2024 

39 
 

 
A-1 Urban Agricultural Zone 
INST Institutional Zone  
OS Open Space Zone  
R-MH Manufactured Home Zone 
TOD Transit-Oriented Development Overlay Zone 
Lovell Field Gateway Overlay Zone 
FAA Aviation Overlay Zone 
Airport Use Zone  
F/W Floodway 
F/H Flood Hazard 
 

 Zoning Map  
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 Zoning for Newly Annexed Areas 

Property annexed to the City of Chattanooga shall be temporarily reclassified from its former zoning 
classification to its most equivalent zone. The temporary classifications shall be and remain in full force 
and effect during the interim period between the effective date of the annexation and the adoption of 
an official zoning plan for the area by the City Council, as hereinafter provided, and the building 
inspector may issue building permits during said interim based upon such temporary zoning. 
 
The Planning Commission, within 90 days of the effective date of annexation, will recommend a zoning 
plan for newly annexed areas of the City to the City Council. Following the receipt of the Planning 
Commission recommendation, the City Council, after giving notice as required in Article XV regarding 
amendments, will adopt a zoning plan as an amendment to the Official Zoning Map for the newly 
annexed area.      
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 Residential Zones 

 Purpose 
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June 27, 2024 

44 
 

 

 Uses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



June 27, 2024 

45 
 

 

 

 Residential Zones Dimensional Standards  
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LOT STANDARDS DIAGRAM 

A = Lot Width 

Table 38-16.1: Residential Zones Dimensional Standards – Lot Standards 
RN-1-7.5 RN-1-6 RN-1-5 RN-1-3 RN-2 RN-3 

Minimum 7,500sf 6,000sf 5,000sf 3,000sf SU: 5,000sf SU: 5,000sf 

Lot Area NR: 
10,000sf 

NR: 
10,000sf 

NR: 
10,000sf 

NR: 
10,000sf 

SU-A: 
2,750sf/unit 

SU-A: 
2,750sf/unit 

2U: 5,500sf 2U: 5,500sf 
TH: 
1,100sf/unit 

3U, 4U: 
6,500sf 

NR: 10,000sf TH: 
1,100sf/unit 
MU: 
950sf/unit 
NR: 10,000sf 

Minimum 

60’  

 

55’ or 
average of 
blockface, 
whichever is 
less 

50’ or 
average of 
blockface, 
whichever is 
less 

25’ 

SU, 2U: 50’ or 
average of 
blockface, 
whichever is 
less 

SU, 2U, 3U, 
4U: 50’ or 
average of 
blockface, 
whichever is 
less 

Lot Width NR: 75’ NR: 75’ NR: 75’ NR: 75’ SU-A: 25’/unit SU-A: 25’/unit 
TH: 15’/unit TH: 15’/unit 
NR: 75’ MU: 50’ 

NR: 75’ 

Maximum 
Building 
Coverage 

60% 60% 60% 60% 
60% (TH is 
exempt from 
this standard) 

60% (TH is 
exempt from 
this standard) 

NR: 50% NR: 50% NR: 50% NR: 50% NR: 50% NR: 50% 

krennich
Highlight

krennich
Highlight
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Table 38-16.2: Residential Zones Dimensional Standards – Lot Standards 
 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 

Minimum  
Lot Area 

SU: 5,000sf 
SU-A: 2,750sf/unit 
2U: 5,500sf 
3U, 4U: 5,500sf 
NR: 10,000sf 

SU: 5,000sf 
SU-A: 2,750sf/unit 
2U, 3U, 4U: 5,500sf 
5U, 6U: 6,500sf 
TH: 1,100/unit 
NR: 10,000sf 

SU: 3,000sf 
SU-A: 2,750sf/unit 
2U: 4,000sf 
3U, 4U: 5,500sf 
TH: 1,100sf/unit 
MU: 950sf/unit 
NR: 10,000sf 

TH: 1,100sf/unit 
MU: 950sf/unit 
NR: 10,000sf 

Minimum  
Lot Width 

SU, 2U, 3U, 4U: 40’ 
or average of 
blockface, 
whichever is less 
SU-A: 20’/unit 
NR: 75ft 

SU, 2U, 3U, 4U: 40’ 
or average of 
blockface, 
whichever is less 
SU-A: 20’/unit 
5U, 6U: 40’/unit 
TH: 15’/unit 
NR: 75’ 

SU: 40’ 
SU-A: 20’/unit  
2U, 3U, 4U: 40’  
TH: 15’/unit 
MU: 50’ 
NR: 75’ 

TH: 15’/unit 
MU: 50’ 
NR: 75’ 

Maximum 
Building 
Coverage 

60%  
NR: 50% 

60% (TH is exempt 
from this standard) 
NR: 50% 

60% (TH is exempt 
from this standard) 
NR: 60% 

60% (TH is exempt 
from this standard) 
NR: 50% 
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HEIGHT DIAGRAM 
 

 
 
A = Maximum Building Height 
 
 

Table 38-16.3: Residential Zones Dimensional Standards – Height 
  RN-1-7.5 RN-1-6 RN-1-5 RN-1-3 RN-2 RN-3 

Maximum Building Height1 35' 35’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 
35’ 

MU: 65’ 
1 Maximum height of a structure is limited to 35’ within 35’ of an RN-1-7.5, RN-1-6, RN-1-5, RN-1-3, 
RN-2, TRN-1, or TRN-2 zone. This limitation applies only to that portion of a structure within the 100’ 
distance.  

 
Table 38-16.4: Residential Zones Dimensional Standards – Height 
 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 
Maximum Building 
Height1 35’ 35’ 35’ 

MU: 50’ 
35’ 
MU: 65’ 

1 Maximum height of a structure is limited to 35’ within 35’ of an RN-1-6, RN-1-5, RN-2, TRN-1, or 
TRN-2 zone. This limitation applies only to that portion of a structure within the 100’ distance. 
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SETBACK STANDARDS DIAGRAM 

 
A = Front Setback 
B = Interior Side Setback 
C = Corner Side Setback 
D = Rear Setback 
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Table 38-16.5: Residential Zones Dimensional Standards - Setbacks  
  RN-1-7.5 RN-1-6 RN-1-5 RN-1-3 RN-2 RN-3 

Minimum 
Front 

Setback1 

25’ or 
average 
setback (See 
Sec. 2.4.L), 
whichever is 
less 

25’ or 
average 
setback (See 
Sec. 2.4.L), 
whichever is 
less 

15’ or 
average 
setback (See 
Sec. 2.4.L), 
whichever is 
less 

15’ or 
average 
setback (See 
Sec. 2.4.L), 
whichever is 
less 

15’ or 
average 
setback (See 
Sec. 2.4.L), 
whichever is 
less 

15’ or 
average 
setback (See 
Sec. 2.4.L), 
whichever is 
less 

Where 
adjacent 
lots are not 
developed, 
25’ 

Where 
adjacent 
lots are not 
developed, 
25’ 

Where 
adjacent 
lots are not 
developed, 
15’ 

Where 
adjacent lots 
are not 
developed, 
15’ 

Where 
adjacent lots 
are not 
developed, 
15’ 

Where 
adjacent lots 
are not 
developed, 
15’ 

      

From any 
Interior 
Public Street: 
Fifteen (15) 
feet; ten (10) 
feet if rear 
parking and 
loading is 
provided 

From any 
Interior 
Public Street: 
Fifteen (15) 
feet; ten (10) 
feet if rear 
parking and 
loading is 
provided 

From any 
Interior 
Public Street: 
Fifteen (15) 
feet; ten (10) 
feet if rear 
parking and 
loading is 
provided 

Minimum 
Interior 
Side 
Setback 

5' 5’ 5’ 5’ 5’ 

Structures 40’ 
or less in 
height: 5’ 
  
Structures 
over 40’ in 
height: 10’ 
plus 1’ of 
additional 
setback for 
each 2’ of 
building 
height over 
40’ 

Minimum 
Corner 
Side 
Setback 

25' 15’ 15 ’ 15 ’ 15’ 15’ 

Minimum 
Rear 
Setback 

25' 25’ 25’ 25’ 25’ 

Structures 40’ 
or less in 
height: 25’ 
  
Structures 
over 40’ in 
height: 35’ 
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1 For purposes of this section, the term "interior street" refers to any street built as part of the 
development, both sides of which are zoned for the applicable zone. 
 
 
 

Table 38-16.6: Residential Zones Dimensional Standards – Setbacks 
  TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 

Front 
Setback 

Build-To Zone 
(BTZ): Average 
setback of 
adjacent lots plus 
or minus 5’ 

Build-To Zone 
(BTZ): Average 
setback of 
adjacent lots plus 
or minus 5’ 

Build-To Zone (BTZ): 
Average setback of 
adjacent lots plus or 
minus 5’ 

Build-To Zone (BTZ): 
Average setback of 
adjacent lots plus or 
minus 5’ 

However, if 
average setback is 
more than 15’, 
then 15’ plus or 
minus 5’ 

However, if 
average setback is 
more than 15’, 
then 15’ plus or 
minus 5’ 

However, if average 
setback is more than 
15’, then 15’ plus or 
minus 5’ 

However, if average 
setback is more than 
15’, then 15’ plus or 
minus 5’ 

        

Where adjacent 
lots are not 
developed, 15’ 
plus or minus 5’ 

Where adjacent 
lots are not 
developed, 15’ 
plus or minus 5’ 

Where adjacent lots 
are not developed, 
15’ plus or minus 5’ 

Where adjacent lots 
are not developed, 
15’ plus or minus 5’ 

        

Minimum 
Interior Side 
Setback 

5’ 
 
 

5’ 
 
 

Structures 40’ or less 
in height: 5’ 

Structures 40’ or less 
in height: 5’ 

    

Structures over 40’ in 
height: 8’, plus 1’ of 
additional setback for 
each 2’ of building 
height over 40’ 
 

Structures over 40’ in 
height: 8’, plus 1’ of 
additional setback for 
each 2’ of building 
height over 40’ 

 
 
 

  

    
Minimum 
Corner Side 
Setback 

10’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 

Minimum 
Rear 
Setback 

10’ unless 
abutting an alley, 
then 5’ 

10’ unless 
abutting an alley, 
then 5’ 

Structures 40’ or less 
in height: 5’ 

Structures 40’ or less 
in height: 5’ 
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Structures over 40’ in 
height abutting an 
alley: 5’ 

Structures over 40’ in 
height abutting an 
alley: 5’ 

    

Structures over 40’ in 
height not abutting 
an alley: 15’ 

Structures over 40’ in 
height not abutting 
an alley: 15’ 

 

 Additional Standards  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 MIXED-USE & COMMERCIAL ZONES 

 Purpose 
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 Uses   

Article IX lists principal, temporary, and accessory uses allowed within the mixed-use and commercial 
zones. 
 

 Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards  

 
Table 38-20.1: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards establishes the dimensional 
standards for the mixed-use and commercial zones. These regulations apply to all uses within each zone 
unless a different standard is listed for a specific use. 
 
 
 
 
  



June 27, 2024 

54 
 

 
LOT STANDARDS DIAGRAM 
 

A = Lot Width 
 

Table 38-20.1: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards – Lot Standards 

 C-NT C-N C-
TMU 

C-C C-R C-MU1 C-MU2 

Minimum 
Lot Area 1 5,000sf None None 

None 
TH: 
1,100sf/du 
MU:950sf/du 

None 
TH: 
1,100sf/du 
MU:950sf/du 

None 
TH: 
1,100sf/du 
MU:950sf/du 

None 

Minimum 
Lot Width 

50’ or 
average of 
blockface, 
whichever 
is less 

None None 

None 
TH: 15’/du 
MU: 50’ 
 

None 
TH: 15’/du 
MU: 50’ 
 

None 
TH: 15’/du 
MU: 50’ 

None 

Maximum 
Gross Floor 
Area - 
Commercial 
Uses Only 2 

3,500sf GFA 
for each 
commercial 
use, either 
standalone 
or within a 
multi-
tenant 
building 

3,500sf GFA 
for each 
commercial 
use, either 
standalone 
or within a 
multi-
tenant 
building 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

1 For hotel/motel uses that have been converted to multi-unit dwellings, the minimum lot area per 
dwelling unit does not apply.  
2 Does not apply to institutional uses such as places of worship, government facilities, and educational 
facilities. 
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HEIGHT DIAGRAM 

 
A = Minimum Building Height 
B = Maximum Building Height 
 

Table 38-20.2: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards – Height  

 
 

C-NT 
 

C-N C-TMU C-C C-R C-MU1 C-MU2 

Maximum 
Building Height 35’      24’ 45’ 45’ 55’ 65’ 1 85’ 1 

Minimum 
Building Height 
2 

None None None None None 18’      18’ 

Minimum First 
Floor 
Demarcation 
Line for Multi-
Story Buildings 
2 
This includes a 
cornice line, 
first-floor 
window height, 
bottom sill of 
second story 
windows, or 
entablature 

None 14’ 14’ None None 14’ 14’ 

1 Maximum height of a structure is limited to 40’ within 100’ of an RN-1-6, RN-1-5, RN-2, TRN-1, or TRN-2 
Zone. This limitation applies only to that portion of a structure within the 100’ distance. 
2 This standard applies only to new construction as of the effective date of this Code (insert date). 
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SETBACKS DIAGRAM 

 
 
A = Build-To Zone (BTZ) 
B = Build-Out Percentage (BO%) 
C = Build-To Percentage (BT%) 
D = Interior Side Setback 
E = Rear Setback 
 

Table 38-20.3: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards – Setbacks 
 C-NT C-N C-TMU C-C C-R C-MU1 C-MU2 

Front 
Setback/Buil
d-To Zone 
(BTZ) 

Build-To 
Zone (BTZ): 
Average 
setback of 
adjacent 
lots plus or 
minus 5’ 
However, if 
average 
setback is 
more than 
15’, then 15’ 
plus or 
minus 5’ 
 

Build-To 
Zone (BTZ): 
0’ – 20’ 

Build-To 
Zone 
(BTZ): 0’ 
– 15’ 

10’ 
Minimum 

25’ 
Minimum 

Build-To 
Zone 
(BTZ): 0’ 
– 15’ 

Build-To 
Zone 
(BTZ): 0’ – 
10’ 
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Table 38-20.3: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards – Setbacks 
 C-NT C-N C-TMU C-C C-R C-MU1 C-MU2 

Where 
adjacent 
lots are not 
developed, 
15’ plus or 
minus 5’ 

Minimum 
Front Build-
To 
Percentage 
(BTZ only) 

None None  None N/A N/A 75% 75% 

Minimum 
Front Build-
Out 
Percentage 

None None None N/A N/A 80% 80% 

Minimum 
Interior Side 
Setback 

5’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residential 
zone then 
10’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residenti
al zone 
then 10’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residential 
zone then 
10’ 

10’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residenti
al zone 
then 10’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residential 
zone then 
10’ 

Corner Side 
Setback/Buil
d-To Zone 
(BTZ) 

10’ BTZ: 0’ – 
20’ 

BTZ: 0’ – 
15’ 

10’ 
Minimum 

25’ 
Minimum 

BTZ: 0’ – 
15’ 

BTZ: 0’ – 
10’ 

Minimum 
Corner Side 
Build-To 
Percentage 
(BTZ only) 

N/A None None N/A N/A 60% 60% 

Minimum 
Corner Side 
Build-Out 
Percentage 

N/A None None N/A N/A 60% 60% 

Minimum 
Rear 
Setback 

10’ unless 
abutting an 
alley, then 
5’ 

10’, unless 
abutting 
residential 
zone then 
25’ 

10’, 
unless 
abutting 
residenti
al zone 
then 25’ 

10’, unless 
abutting 
residential 
zone then 
25’ 

25’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residenti
al zone 
then 25’ 

None, 
unless 
abutting 
residential 
zone then 
25’ 
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BUILDING ARTICULATION DIAGRAM 

A = Blank Wall Limitation 
B = Ground Floor Transparency 
C = Upper Floor Transparency 
 
Table 38-20.4: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zones Dimensional Standards – Building Articulation  
 C-NT C-N C-TMU C-C C-R C-MU1 C-MU2 
Maximum Blank Wall 
Area – 
Nonresidential/Mixed-
Use Facing Street or 
Waterfront 

None 25sf 25sf 40sf 40sf 25sf 25sf 

Ground Floor 
Transparency – 
Nonresidential/Mixed-
Use Facing Street or 
Waterfront (Measured 
between 2’ and 10’ from 
grade) 

None 40% 50% 40% 40% 50% 50% 

Upper Floor 
Transparency – 
Nonresidential/Mixed-
Use Facing Street or 
Waterfront 

None 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 
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 Mixed-Use and Commercial Development Standards  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 38-21.1: Mixed-Use and Commercial Zone Development Standards 

 C-
NT C-N C-

TMU C-C C-R 
C-
MU
1 

C-
MU
2 

Orientation        

1 

For single-tenant developments, a minimum of one 
prominent entrance on a façade facing a street is 
required. For multi-tenant developments, a 
prominent entrance is required for each individual 
nonresidential tenant facing a street.  

 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

2 

All buildings must have one prominent entrance 
along a façade facing a street. On a corner lot, only 
one street-facing façade must have a prominent 
entrance.  

    ✓   

3 
Where vehicle parking is accessed from an alley, an 
entrance to the building must be located and clearly 
marked on that façade facing an alley unless a 

 ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 
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pedestrian path is designed and has appropriate 
signage to direct pedestrians to the front entrance. 

Facade Design        

4 

Facades of 100’ in length or greater facing a street, 
the waterfront, riverwalk, or a park must include a 
repeating architectural pattern with a minimum of 
two of the following elements: texture change; 
material change; a wall articulation change, such as a 
reveal, recess, offset, or pilaster; or building recesses 
or projections. This includes patterns made by 
structural components visible through glass curtain 
walls. 

 

 

✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ 

Roof Design        

5 

Reflective roof surfaces that produce glare are 
prohibited, except for cool roofs intended to radiate 
absorbed or non-reflected solar energy and reduce 
heat transfer to the building. 

 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

6 Green roof, blue roof, and white roof designs are 
permitted. 

 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
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 Additional Standards  
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 DOWNTOWN FORM-BASED CODE 

 
 
[SECTION RESERVED FOR REFERENCE TO FORM-BASED CODE] 
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 INDUSTRIAL ZONES 

 Purpose 

 

 

 

 

 

 Uses  

Article IX lists principal, temporary, and accessory uses allowed within the industrial zones. 
 

 Industrial Zones Dimensional Standards  
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LOT STANDARDS DIAGRAM 

A = Lot Width 
 

Table 38-25.1: Industrial Zones Dimensional Standards – Lot Standards 
 I-L I-H I-X I-MU 
Minimum Lot Area None None  None  None 

 
 
 
HEIGHT DIAGRAM 

 
A = Maximum Building Height 
 

Table 38-25.2: Industrial Zones Dimensional Standards – Height  
 I-L I-H I-X I-MU 
Maximum Building 
Height 80’ 80’ 80’ 80’ 
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SETBACKS DIAGRAM 
 

 
A = Front Setback 
B = Interior Side Setback 
C = Corner Side Setback 
D = Rear Setback 
 

Table 38-25.3 Industrial Zones Dimensional Standards – Setbacks 
 I-L I-H I-X I-MU 
Minimum Front 
Setback 

15’ 
 25’ 25’ 15’ 

Minimum Interior Side 
Setback 

None unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 15’ 
 

None unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 40’ 
 

25’, unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 40’ 

None unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 15’ 

Minimum Corner Side 
Setback  

15’ 
 25’ 25’ 15’ 

Minimum Rear Setback 

None unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 25’ 

None unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 40’ 
 

25’, unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 40’ 

None unless 
abutting 
residential zone 
then 25’ 
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BUILDING ARTICULATION DIAGRAM 

A = Blank Wall Limitation 
B = Ground Floor Transparency 
C = Upper Floor Transparency 
 

Table 38-25.4: Industrial Zones Dimensional Standards – Building Articulation 
 I-L I-H I-X I-MU 
Maximum Blank Wall 
Length– 
Nonresidential/Mixed-
Use Facing Street or 
Waterfront 

N/A N/A N/A 50’ 

Ground Floor 
Transparency – 
Nonresidential/Mixed-
Use Facing Street or 
Waterfront 

N/A N/A N/A 40% 

Upper Floor 
Transparency – 
Nonresidential/Mixed-
Use Facing Street or 
Waterfront 

N/A N/A N/A 20% 
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 I-MU Zone Development Standards  
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 Additional Standards  
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 SPECIAL PURPOSE ZONES 

 A-1 Urban Agricultural Zone 
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 INST Institutional Zone  

 
 

 

 

 
Table 38-29.1: INST Zone Dimensional Standards 
Minimum Lot Area 2 acres 
Minimum Lot Width 50’ 
Maximum Building Height 80’ 
Minimum Front Setback 10’ 
Minimum Interior Side 
Setback 

10’, unless abutting a residential zone, then 20’ plus 1’ 
additional setback for each 2’ of building height over 45’ 

Minimum Corner Side 
Setback  10’ 

Minimum Rear Setback 10’, unless abutting a residential zone, then 20’ plus 1’ 
additional setback for each 2’ of building height over 45’ 

Minimum Riverfront 
Setback 100’ as measured from the Floodway 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  



June 27, 2024 

72 
 

 OS Open Space Zone 

 
 

 

 

 
Table 38-30.1: OS Zone Dimensional Standards 
Minimum Lot Area None 
Maximum Building Height 35’ 
Minimum Front Setback 20’ 
Minimum Interior Side 
Setback 

20’ 

Minimum Corner Side 
Setback  

20’ 

Minimum Rear Setback 20’ 
Minimum Setback from 
Riverfront 

100’ as measured from the 
Floodway 
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 R-MH Manufactured Home Zone 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Table 38-31.1: MH Zone Dimensional Standards 
 Manufactured Home Park 
Park Dimension  
Minimum Park Area 3 acres 
Height  
Maximum Building Height 35’ 
Minimum Perimeter Setbacks  
Street Setback 20’ 
Interior Side Setback 30’ 
Rear Setback 30’ 
Manufactured Home Stands  
Minimum Stand Area 2,000sf 
Minimum Stand Width 30’ 
Maximum Manufactured Homes Per Stand 1 manufactured home 
Manufactured Home Stand Setbacks  
Internal Access Drive Setback 20’ 
Minimum Structure Separation - Broad Side to Broad 
Side 

20’ 

Minimum Structure Separation - Narrow Side to 
Narrow Side 

10’ 
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 Urban Overlay Zone 

 
 

 

 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the southeast corner of Tax Map 154-015, being The 
Chickamauga National Military Park, and the Tennessee Georgia State Line, thence following the 
east line of said parcel northeastwardly and northwestwardly to its intersection with the west 
line of the 4000 block of Jo Conn Guild Trail, thence some forty (40) feet east to the east line of 
said Trail, thence northeastwardly and northwestwardly along said east line to the southwest 
corner of Tax Map 155O-B-007, thence following the west line of parcel 007 to the southwest 
corner of Tax Map 155J-C-051, thence along the west line of parcel 051 to its north corner 
thence northeast to the southeast corner of Tax Map 155J-C-038, thence along the south line of 
parcel 038 to its southwest corner, thence along the west line of parcel 038 to the southwest 
corner of Tax Map 155J-C-039, thence northeast along the west line of parcel 039 to the 
northeast corner of Tax Map 155J-C-037, thence northwest to the southeast corner of Tax Map 
155J-C-036, thence northeast along the east line of parcel 036 to its northeast corner, thence 
northwest to the southwest corner of Tax Map 155J-C-009, thence northeast along its west line 
to the northwest corner of parcel 009 and the south line of the 1800 block of Old Wauhatchie 
Pike, thence northwest across said pike to the southeast corner of Tax Map 155J-B-004, thence 
northeast along the east line of parcel 004 to the southeast corner of Tax Map 155J-B-001, 
thence to the northeast corner of parcel 001 and the south line of the 1900 block of Cummings 
Highway, thence northeast across said highway to the southwest corner of Tax Map 155G-A-0-
14, thence northwest to the north line of Interstate 24 and the south line of the Tennessee 
River, then following the meanderings of said river northeastwardly to the northeast corner of 
Tax Map 145O-A-001, thence northwest along the north line of parcel 001 to its northwest 
corner and the east line of the Tennessee River, thence following the meanderings of the 
Tennessee River northwestwardly and northeastwardly to the center line of the Unit Block of 
Highway 27, thence northwestwardly along the center line of said highway to the center line 
Highway 27 at Whitehall North Bound Off Ramp, thence northeastwardly along said center line 
to its intersection with the center line of the 900 block of East Frontage Road, thence 
northeastwardly along said center line to its intersection with the City of Chattanooga/City of 
Red Bank City Limits Line, thence following said line northeastwardly and southeastwardly to 
the southeast corner of Tax Map 126E-B-019, thence southwardly to the center line of the 500 
block of West Oxford Road, thence continuing southeast along said road to its intersection with 
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the center line of the 1600 block of White Oak Road, thence northeast along the center line of 
White Oak Road to its intersection with the center line of Auburndale Avenue, thence 
continuing southeast along White Oak Road to its intersection with the center line of the 700 
block of Dallas Road, thence northeast along the center line of Dallas Road to its intersection 
with the center line of the 1000 block of East Dallas Road, thence southeast along the center 
line East Dallas Road to its intersection with the 1200 block of Duane Road, thence continuing 
northeast along the center line of the 1200 block of East Dallas Road to its intersection with the 
center line of the 1800 block of Hixson Pike, "thence southeast along the center line of Hixson 
Pike at 1614 Hixson Pike to the northwest corner of Tax Map 127I-F-020, thence following the 
northern boundary of parcel 020 to its rear property line, thence southerly along the rear 
property line to its intersection with the side boundary of Tax Map 127I-F-019, thence northeast 
along the side line of parcel 019 to its rear property line, thence southeast along the rear 
property lines of parcels 019, 018 and 017, thence in a southwest direction along the side 
boundary of parcel 017 to the center line of Hixson Pike, thence southeast to 1508 Hixson Pike 
at the northwest corner of Tax Map 127P-S-014, thence following the northern boundary of said 
parcel 014 to its rear property line, thence southerly along the rear property lines of parcels 014, 
013, 012 and 011, thence in a southwest direction along the southern side boundary of parcel 
011 to the center line of Hixson Pike continuing south along said center line to 1422 Hixson Pike 
to the northwest corner of Tax Map 127P-T-054 and following the northern side boundary of 
parcel 054 to its rear property line, thence southerly along the rear property line of parcel 054 
descending in a southerly direction to parcel 023, thence in a westerly direction approximately 
108 feet, thence southerly (Tax Map 127P-T-022 through 054), extending into the center line of 
Falmouth Road, thence in a westerly direction to" the center line of the 1200 block of Hixson 
Pike, thence southwest along the center line of said pike to its intersection with the southwest 
line of the 1300 block of Dorchester Road, thence southeastwardly to the northeast corner of 
Tax Map 136G-A-001, thence southwest along the north line of parcel 001 to its northwest 
corner, thence southeast along the west line of said parcel to the southeast corner of Tax Map 
136H-M-022, thence southwest along the south line of parcel 022 to the northeast corner of Tax 
Map 136H-J-038.01, thence southeast along the east line of said parcel to the north line of Tax 
Map 136H-J-015.10, thence southwest along the north line of parcel 015.10 to the southwest 
corner of Tax Map 136H-J-015.04, thence northwest to the northeast corner of Tax Map 136H-J-
015.14, thence southwest along the north line of said parcel to the northwest corner of said 
parcel, thence northeast to the northeast corner of Tax Map 135E-N-021, thence northwest 
along the north line of parcel 021, thence south to the south line of the 200 block of Dickerson 
Avenue, thence southwestwardly and northwestwardly to its intersection with the east line of 
the Unit Block of Georgian Avenue, thence southwest along the east line of Georgia Avenue to 
the south line of the Tennessee River, thence northeast along the south line of said river to the 
northeast corner of Tax Map 136P-A-001, thence southeast along the east line of parcel 001 to 
the north line of the 1000 block of Riverside Drive, thence southeast across said drive to the 
northeast corner of Tax Map 136P-D-001, thence southeast to the south line of the Southern 
Railway Right-of-way, thence following the south line of said railway right-of-way 
southeastwardly and northeastwardly to the south line of the 2100 block of Sims Street, thence 
southeast along the south line of Sims Street to the northeast corner of Tax Map 128P-G-001, 
thence southwest along the east line of parcel 001 to its southeast corner, thence southeast to 
the northeast corner of Tax Map 128P-G-002, thence southeast along the east line of parcel 002 
to the north line of the 2300 block of Allin Street, thence southeast to the intersection of the 
center line of the 2300 block of Allin Street with the center line of the 2300 block of Searle 
Street, thence southeast along the center line of Searle Street to its intersection with the center 
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line of an unnamed right-of-way, thence southeast along said right-of-way to its intersection 
with the center line of the 3200 block of Wheeler Avenue, thence southwestwardly along said 
avenue to its intersection with the center line of the 2400 block of Elmendorf Street, thence 
southeast to the center line of the 3100 block of North Chamberlain Avenue, thence southwest 
along the center line of said avenue to its intersection with the center line of an unnamed right-
of-way, thence southeast along said right-of-way to its intersection with the center line of the 
3100 block of Noa Street, thence southeast across said right-of-way to the northwest corner of 
Tax Map 128P-N-022 thence southeast following the north property lines of Tax Maps 128P-N-
022, 128P-N-017 and 128P-N-013 to the west line of the 3100 block of Campbell Street, thence 
southeastwardly to the center line of Campbell Street, thence following the center line of said 
street southwestwardly and to its intersection with the 700 block of North Crest Road, thence 
following southeastwardly and southwestwardly along the center line of said road, thence 
across said road to the northeast corner of 137H-G-006, thence following the west property 
lines of Tax Maps 137H-G-006 and 137I-A-042 to the north line of Tax Map 137I-B-008, thence 
southeast to the west line of the 500 block of North Crest Road, thence southwest across North 
Crest Road to its intersection with the east line of the 2000 block of Marshall Street, thence 
southwest along the east line of said street to its intersection with the south line of the 1900 
block of Marshall Street, thence southeast along the south line of said street to the northeast 
corner of Tax Map 137P-A-006, thence following the western property lines of Tax Maps 137P-
A-004.01, 137P-A-006, 137P-A-007, 137P-A-007.01, 137P-A-009 thru 137P-A-023, 146D-M-001 
thru 146D-M-008, 146E-K-001, 146E-K-002.01, 146E-K-002.02, 146E-K-003 thru 146E-K-011, 
146E-K-013, 146E-K-015 thru 146E-K-017, and 146L-J-001 thru 146L-J-005 to the northwest line 
of the unit block of Shallowford Road, thence southwest to the northwest corner of Tax Map 
146L-H-003, thence southeast to the northwest corner of Tax Map 146L-H-005, thence following 
the western property lines of Tax Maps 146L-L-005 thru 146L-L-010 and 146L-L-012 thru 146L-L-
017 southwestwardly and southeastwardly to intersection of the east line of the 2900 block of 
Birds Mill Road with the west line of the unit block of North Crest Road, thence continuing 
southwest along North Crest Road to the northeast corner of Tax Map 146M-D-002, thence 
northwest along the north line of said parcel to its northwest corner, thence following the 
western property lines of Tax Maps 146M-D-002 thru 146M-D-009, 146M-D-010.02, 146M-D-
011 thru 146M-D-014, 156D-C-002, 156D-C-003, 156D-C-007 thru 156D-C-011, and 156D-C-013 
thru 156D-C-019 southwestwardly to the west line of South Crest Road, thence southwest along 
the west line of said road to the northwest corner of Tax Map 156F-P-009, thence following the 
western property lines of Tax Maps 156F-P-001 thru 156F-P-009, 156K-H-001, 156K-H-002, 
156K-H-003.01, 156K-H-004.01, 156K-H-005 thru 156K-H-007.01, 156K-H-010 thru 156K-H-012, 
156K-H-013.01, 156K-H-014.01, 156K-H-015, and 156K-H-016 southwestwardly to the east line 
of the 2100 block of Old Ringgold Road, thence southwest across said road to the northeast 
corner of Tax Map 156K-G-011, thence following the eastern property lines of Tax Maps 156K-G-
011 thru 13 southwestwardly to the southwest corner of Tax Map 156N-D-001.02, thence 
southeast along the south line of parcel 001.02 to the northwest corner of 156N-D-002, thence 
following the eastern property lines of Tax Maps 156N-D-008 thru 156N D 015.01 to the east 
line of the 2900 block of Westside Drive, thence southeast along said drive to the north corner 
of Tax Map 168C-C-001, thence southwest following the eastern property lines of Tax Maps 
168C C 001, 168C C 001.01, and 168C C 014 thru 168C C 022, thence northeast along the south 
line of Tax Map 168C-C-014 to the east line of the 3100 block of Westside Drive, thence 
southwest across said drive to the northeast corner of Tax Map 168C-B-016, thence following 
the western property lines of Tax Maps 168C-B-016 thru 019 southwestwardly to the northwest 
corner of Tax Map 168C-B-020, thence southeast to the west line of the 500 block of West 



June 27, 2024 

78 
 

Shadowlawn Drive, thence southeast across said drive to the northwest corner of Tax Map 168J-
T-014.01, thence southeast to the northwest corner of Tax Map 168J-T-014, thence southwest 
following the western property lines of Tax Maps 168J-T-014 thru 168J-T-018, 168J-T-020 thru 
168J-T-027, and 168J-T-029 to the north line of Tax Map 168J-T-001, thence southeast along the 
north line of parcel 001 to the northwest corner of Tax Map 168J-T-032, thence southwest 
following the western property lines of Tax Maps 168J-T-032, 168J-T-034, 168O-N-001 thru 
168O-N-005, 168O-N-016 and 168O-N-017, thence southeast to the Tennessee/Georgia State 
Line, thence following said line southeast to the southeast corner of Tax Map 154-015, being 
The Chickamauga National Military Park, the point of BEGINNING.  
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URBAN OVERLAY ZONE 
 

 
 

 TOD Transit-Oriented Development Overlay Zone 

 
[RESERVED] 
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 Lovell Field Gateway Overlay Zone 
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Table 38-34.1: Redevelopment - Cumulative Scope of Work 
Building Expansion = Regulations  
(Cumulative Square Footage)  

Parking Lot Expansion = Regulations  
(10 Spaces or More)  

< 10%  = Utility screening  < 10%  = Utility screening  
10% to 
25%  

= Utility Screening + signage 
update  10% to 25%  = Utility Screening + signage 

update + all parking additions  

>25% to 
50%  

= Utility screening + signage 
update +  
½ of existing parking and all 
parking additions  

>25% to 
50%  

= Utility screening + signage 
update + ½ of existing parking 
and all parking additions  

> 50%  = All regulations  > 50%  = All regulations  
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OVERLAY ZONE MAP 
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REDEVELOPMENT PROFILE DIAGRAM 
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PARKING ZONE BEHIND BUILDINGS 
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 Residential  Lodging  Office  Retail  Institution  
Residential  0%  10%  30%  20%  30%  
Lodging  10%  0%  50%  30%  20%  
Office  30%  50%  0%  20%  50%  
Retail  20%  30%  20%  0%  30%  
Institution  30%  20%  50%  30%  0%  
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NEW DEVELOPMENT PROFILE DIAGRAM 

 
 
 
 

 Brainerd Overlay Zone Standards 

 
(1) Intent. The intent of the Brainerd Road Overlay Zone is to realize the primary objectives of 
"BRAINERD . . . a vision for Today" - the community's master plan. Adopted by the Chattanooga City 
Council in 2011, the Plan's goal is to create a vibrant town center along Brainerd Road that is well 
connected to adjacent neighborhoods. Specific issues identified in the community's master plan and in 
meetings by the Brainerd community include: 

(a) Poor visual quality in the corridor attributed to: sign clutter, overhead utility poles and electrical 
lines, lack of street trees, varying building setbacks, and poor quality building designs. 
(b) Poor walkability and pedestrian connectivity due to: large parking lots and multiple curb cuts, 
gaps in the sidewalk network, and lack of landscaping along the street and in parking lots. 
(c) Unsafe cycling conditions due to: multiple car/bicycle conflict points from numerous curb cuts, 
high traffic speeds, and lack of dedicated bike lanes. 

(2) Applicability. 
(a) The regulations of this Brainerd Overlay Zone shall supplement the regulations of the underlying 
zoning for all properties within the Overlay Zone area. 
(b) Where the following Overlay Zone regulations conflict with a standard set out in Chapter 8 - 
Aviation, the regulations of Chapter 8 shall prevail. 
(c) All other City codes, as currently adopted, apply to properties within the Brainerd Overlay Zone, 
except where noted. 
(d) The following development regulations apply to ALL properties within the boundaries of this 
Overlay Zone of Brainerd Road and Lee Highway from the Spring Creek Road intersection to the TN-
153 intersection (see Figure 1. Overlay Zone Map). 
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Figure 1. Overlay Zone Map 

 
 

(e) All such properties within the Brainerd Overlay Zone shall be exempt from the street yard 
regulations of the Chattanooga Landscape Ordinance as applied to development along the Brainerd 
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Road and Lee Highway's edge of rights-of-way. The Chattanooga Landscape Ordinance street yard 
regulations shall only apply to side street frontages within these boundaries. 
(f) All such properties may provide voluntary dedication of Street Edge Zone and Bike/Ped Zone 
right-of-way improvements for those portions outside the current public right-of-way to the City of 
Chattanooga which will be beneficial to connectivity and public safety for all citizens within the 
Overlay Zone. 

i. Any right-of-way Improvements shall be installed prior to the start of the property 
dedication process to the City; and 
ii. Should there be a need for involuntary dedication for properties without Street Edge zone 
and/or Bike/Ped connectivity improvements, the City will provide fair market value for any 
necessary property acquisition beneficial to connectivity and public safety after voluntary 
dedication has been requested; and 
iii. All discussions for dedication of Street Edge Zone and Bike/Ped Zone right-of-way 
improvements to the City of Chattanooga within this Overlay Zone shall begin with the City of 
Department of Public Works- Transportation Division before any building permit is issued by the 
Land Development Office. 

(g) The Overlay Zone Regulations are divided into two categories: New Development and 
Redevelopment. The regulations of this Section shall apply to these two (2) categories as follows: 

i. New Development, both public and private, constitutes one (1) or more of the following 
situations: 

a. New Construction of a stand alone building for use as leasable space. 
b. Where a building expansion increases the building footprint by more than fifty percent 
(50%). 
c. Where a parking lot or other pavement expansion of at least ten (10) spaces increases 
the total number of spaces or paved surface by more than fifty percent (50%). 

ii. Redevelopment shall constitute both public and private projects. For existing buildings and 
parking facilities, expansion in building footprint or parking spaces will trigger Redevelopment 
regulations based on the cumulative scope of work as established below. 

 
(h) Regulations Table (Based on Scope of Work). 

Building Expansion = Regulations  
(Cumulative Square Footage)  

Parking Lot Expansion = Regulations  
(10 Spaces or More)  

< 10%  = Utility screening  < 10%  = Utility screening  
10% to 25%  = Utility Screening, plus  

Signage update  
10% to 25%  = Utility Screening, plus  

Signage update, plus  
All parking additions  

>25% to 50%  = Utility screening, plus  
Signage update, plus  
½ of Existing parking and all 
parking additions, plus  
Entire Street Edge Zone, plus  
Bike/Pedestrian Zone  

>25% to 50%  = Utility screening, plus  
Signage update, plus  
½ of Existing parking and all 
parking additions, plus  
Entire Street Edge Zone, plus  
Bike/Pedestrian Zone  

> 50%  = Compliance with all of Sec. 38-
13 

> 50%  = Compliance with all of Sec. 38-
13 

 
(i) Building Expansion. 
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i. Where a building expansion increases building footprint less than ten percent (10%), the entire 
property shall comply with the Screening of Utilities regulations of this chapter in Section (5)(i). 
ii. Where a building expansion increases building footprint at least ten percent (10%) but no more 
than twenty-five percent (25%): 

a. The entire property shall comply with the Screening of Utilities regulations in Section (5)(i), 
and 
b. The entire property shall comply with all Signage regulations per this chapter, Sections 
(5)(d),(5)(e),(5)(f). 

iii. Where a building expansions increases building footprint more than twenty-five percent (25%) 
but no more than fifty percent (50%): 

a. The entire property shall comply with the Screening of Utilities regulations in Section (5)(i); 
b. The entire property shall comply with all Signage regulations of this chapter, Sections 
(5)(d),(5)(e),(5)(f); 
c. Fifty percent (50%) of the existing parking lot and all of any expanded portions of the 
parking lot shall comply with the Parking Lot regulations, Section (4)(d) and (5)(h)(iv); and 
d. The entire property shall comply with the New Development Street Edge Zone and 
Bike/Pedestrian Zone regulations, Sections (5)(a), (5)(b). 

iv. Where a building expansion increases building footprint more than fifty percent (50%), the 
entire property shall comply with all regulations of this Division. 
 
(j) Parking Lot Expansion 
i. Where a parking lot expansion of at least ten (10) spaces increases the total number of parking 
spaces by less than ten percent (10%), the entire property shall comply with the Screening of 
Utilities regulations Section (5)(i). 
ii. Where a parking lot expansion of at least ten (10) spaces increases the total number of parking 
spaces by at least ten percent (10%) and no more than twenty-five percent (25%): 

a. The entire property shall comply with the Screening of Utilities regulations in Section (5)(i); 
b. The entire property shall comply with all Signage regulations per this chapter, Sections 
(5)(d),(5)(e),(5)(f); and 
c. The expanded portion of the parking lot shall comply with the Parking Lot regulations, 
Section (4)(d) and (5)(h)(iv). 
iii. Where a parking lot expansion of at least ten (10) spaces increases the total number of 
parking spaces more than twenty-five percent (25%) but no more than fifty percent (50%): 
a. The entire property shall comply with the Screening of Utilities regulations in Section (5)(i); 
b. The entire property shall comply with all Sign regulations per this chapter, Sections 
(5)(d),(5)(e),(5)(f); 
c. The expanded portion of the parking lot and fifty percent (50%) of the existing parking lot 
shall comply with the Parking Lot regulations, Section (4)(d) and (5)(h)(iv); and 
d. The entire property shall comply with the New Development Street Edge Zone and 
Bike/Pedestrian Zone regulations, Sections (5)(a), (5)(b). 

iv. Where a parking lot expansion of at least ten (10) spaces increases the total number of parking 
spaces more than fifty percent (50%), the entire property, including the expanded parking lot 
portion, shall comply with all regulations of this Division. 
(k) All signs shall adhere to all Sign regulations of this chapter, Sections (5)(d),(5)(e),(5)(f), as signs 
are replaced, repaired, and/or added. 

 
(3) Maintenance. Maintenance of the improvements required in the Brainerd Overlay Zone shall be the 
responsibility of the property owner. 
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(4) Redevelopment. See Figure 2. Redevelopment Profile Diagram. 
Figure 2. Redevelopment Profile Diagram 

 
(a) Redevelopment that fronts Brainerd Road and Lee Highway shall comply with the following sections: 

i. Street Edge Zone as defined in Section (5)(a), 
ii. Bike/Pedestrian Zone as defined in Section (5)(b), 
iii. Building Height as defined in Section (5)(c)(ii), 
iv. Building Materials as defined in Section (5)(c)(v), 
v. On-premise Building Signs as defined by Section (5)(d), 
vi. On-premise Monument Signs as defined by Section (5)(e), and 
vii. Off-premise Billboard Signs. Off-premise billboard signs shall not be permitted. 
viii. Screening of Utilities as defined in Section (5)(i). 

(b) Front Setback. Buildings shall have a maximum front setback of twenty-six (26) feet. 
(c) Curb Cuts. 

i. A net increase in the number of curb cuts shall not be permitted along Brainerd Road and Lee 
Highway. 
ii. Property owners shall meet with the Department of Public Works- Transportation Division to 
discuss consolidating existing driveways and curb cuts. 

(d) Parking Lot Regulations. 
i. Perimeter Screening of Existing Parking Lots. 
a. Location. Screening materials shall be placed parallel to the edge of the Bike/Pedestrian Zone, 
accommodating curb cuts and behind the traffic sight triangle at intersections and driveways. See 
the Chattanooga City Code (Section 32-34) for sight triangle distance regulations. 
www.chattanooga.gov 
b. Dimensions. 

1. Screening shall have a minimum height of three (3) feet and a maximum height of four (4) 
feet above grade, and shall be nearly opaque to screen the parking from view. 
2. Height is measured from the grade level of that which is being screened. 
3. When landscape is used, the planting area shall have a minimum horizontal depth of four (4) 
feet. 
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c. Materials. 
1. Perimeter screening of existing parking lots shall consist of perimeter landscape plantings, 
decorative masonry wall, or a combination of a decorative fence and landscape shrubs, 
approved by the City Landscape Architect. 
2. All shrubs shall be installed at a minimum height of twenty-four (24) inches and spaced to 
create a complete screen within three (3) years after planting. 
3. Landscape shrubs shall be maintained to achieve the minimum height of three (3) feet 
above grade or one hundred percent (100%) coverage shall be achieved within three (3) years of 
planting. Seventy-five percent (75%) of the plant material should be evergreen. If coverage is 
not obtained within three (3) years, supplemental plantings shall be required. 

ii. Shade Trees in Parking Lot. 
a. In addition to minimum Chattanooga Landscape Ordinance regulations, parking Lot Shade 
Trees shall be provided at a minimum rate of one (1) two and one-half (2.5) inch caliper tree for 
every seven (7) parking spaces. 
b. If there is insufficient space to provide the required quantity of two and one-half (2.5) inch 
caliper shade trees due to conflicts with utilities, easements, or existing underground structures, 
a lesser quantity of larger caliper trees shall be provided. The quantity of larger trees shall be 
determined by calculating the total caliper inches required. Any combination of larger caliper 
trees shall be provided to meet that total. (For example, ten (10) two and one-half (2.5) inch 
caliper trees shall be required for seventy (70) parking spaces, therefore a total of twenty-five 
(25) caliper inches shall be provided through any combination of larger sized trees.) 
c. A shade tree shall be provided within forty (40) feet of every parking space, to ensure shade 
coverage throughout the parking lot. 

iii. Parking Location. See Section (5)(h)(i). Note that the location regulations only apply to new or 
expanded parking facilities, not the existing parking lot. 
iv. Parking Space Regulations. See Section (5)(h)(ii). 
v. Off-Site Parking. See Section (5)(h)(iii). 

 
Figure 3. New Development Profile Diagram 

 
 
(5) New Development. See Figure 3. New Development Profile Diagram. 
 
(a) Street Edge Zone. See Figure 4. Diagram of Street Edge, Bike/Pedestrian, & Storefront/Building 
Zones. 
i. Dimensions / Location. 



June 27, 2024 

99 
 

a. Location. The Street/Edge Zone is located: 
1. Between the edge of the public right-of-way and the Bike/Pedestrian Zone; and 
2. Parallel to the edge of the right-of-way. 
3. Place trees, shrubs and other elements behind the traffic sight triangle at intersections and 
driveways. If these elements are necessary within the traffic sight triangle, limit their height to (3) three 
feet. See the Chattanooga City Code (Section 32-34) for sight distance triangle regulations. 
www.chattanooga.gov. 
b. Length. Twelve (12) feet minimum. For the health of trees located in them, planting strips shall be 
twelve (12) feet minimum in length. 
c. Width. Six (6) feet minimum, extends to the bike/pedestrian zone, excluding the curb dimensions. 
d. Clear Path. Any vertical streetscape elements placed in the Street Edge Zone, such as street trees, 
bus shelters or lighting, shall be placed a minimum of 1.5 feet from the face of curb. The applicant shall 
refer to AASHTO's Roadside Design Guide for further information and guidance on roadside construction 
design specifications. 
ii. Curb Cuts. 
a. Only one (1) Brainerd Road and/or Lee Highway curb cut per one hundred fifty (150) linear feet of 
street frontage is permitted. 
b. Property owners shall meet with the Department of Public Works- Transportation Division to discuss 
consolidating existing driveways and curb cuts. 
iii. Elements Not Permitted. The following shall not be permitted in the Street Edge Zone: parking, 
chain link or slat fence, drive lanes, HVAC equipment and dumpsters. 
iv. Street Edge Zone Materials. 
a. Shall include street trees. 
b. Shall not include paved surfaces. 
c. May include lawn, shrubs, green infrastructure, bus shelters, road signage, street and pedestrian 
lighting. 
d. Green Infrastructure (landscaped planters, bioswales, etc.). All development shall adhere to the 
City's water quality regulations. Refer to City of Chattanooga's Code, Chapter 31 and the City's 
Rainwater Management Guide for Green Infrastructure applications. 
v. Street Trees. 
a. Dimensions/ Location. Trees shall be provided at a rate of one (1) tree per thirty-five (35) linear feet 
of street frontage. Actual street tree spacing will reflect a twenty-five (25) or thirty (30) foot rhythm as 
determined by the Department of Public Works- Transportation Division. 
b. The City's Urban Forester shall approve all of the following in the Street Edge Zone: 
1. Selection of all trees; and 
2. Removal or pruning of trees; and 
3. Construction or demolition of any buildings fronting the Zone to ensure the protection of existing 
trees. 
vi. Bus Shelters. 
a. The Department of Public Works- Transportation Division (CDOT) will determine if a bus shelter is 
needed, based on a consultation with the Chattanooga Area Regional Transportation Authority (CARTA). 
b. Coordinate the placement, design, lighting and construction of bus shelters with the CARTA and 
Public Works-Transportation. 
vii. Lighting. 
a. Pedestrian and street light design, type, spacing and mounting height shall be determined by the 
Department of Public Works- Transportation Division and the Electric Power Board. 
1. New lighting in the Street Edge Zone shall be aligned with the street trees and parallel to the edge of 
right-of-way. 
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2. Exterior lighting shall be equipped with full cut-offs to direct light downward and to minimize glare, 
shadows, night sky pollution, and excessive light levels. 
Figure 4. Diagram of Street Edge, Bike/Pedestrian, & Storfront/Building Zones 

 
(b) Bike/Pedestrian Zone. 
i. Location. The Bike/Pedestrian Zone is located between the Street Edge Zone and the 
Storefront/Building Zone. 
ii. Elements Not Permitted. 
a. The following are not permitted in this Zone: parking, chain link or slat fence, drive lanes, HVAC 
equipment and dumpsters. 
b. For safety reasons, building doors shall not open across or onto the Bike/Pedestrian Zone. 
iii. Multi-use Path. 
a. Width. Twelve (12) feet minimum. 
b. Materials. Property owners shall meet with the Department of Public Works- Transportation 
Division to discuss materials. 
c. Continental crosswalk pavement markings. Place a crosswalk at the intersection of the multi-use 
path and any drive aisles. Continental crosswalks feature a series of closely spaced two-foot wide solid 
white painted lines (longitudinal lines) paired with a limit (stop) line set back from the crosswalk to 
reduce vehicular encroachment into the crosswalk. 
(c) Storefront/Building Zone. 
i. Dimensions / Location. 
a. Location. The Storefront/Building Zone is located between the Bike/Pedestrian Zone and all 
buildings fronting Brainerd Road and Lee Highway. 
b. Width. Eight (8) feet maximum. 
c. Elements Not Permitted. The following are not permitted in this Zone: parking, chain link or slat 
fence, drive lanes, HVAC equipment and dumpsters. 
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ii. Building Height. 
a. No maximum building height. 
b. The minimum building height for properties fronting Brainerd Road and Lee Highway shall be 
eighteen (18) feet. 
iii. Building Placement. 
a. Front Setback. Buildings shall have a maximum front setback of twenty-six (26) feet and a minimum 
setback of eighteen (18) feet fronting Brainerd Road and Lee Highway. 
b. Buildings shall be built to the multi-use path, except in the following circumstance. 
1. If an outdoor café or landscaped space is provided between the Bike/Pedestrian Zone and the 
building, then the building may be set back a maximum of eight (8) feet from the Bike/Pedestrian Zone. 
2. If the building is set back from the Bike/Pedestrian Zone, a pedestrian walkway shall be provided 
from the multi-use path to the primary building entrance. 
c. Primary building entries shall be clearly identifiable and visible from the street. 
iv. Outdoor Café/Landscaped Space. 
a. Incorporate planters, landscaping, decorative fencing, hedges, low walls, benches or other 
architectural elements, to frame and define the edge of the landscaped lawns, porches, patios, entry 
plazas, fountains, outdoor cafes and other man-made spaces. 
b. Plant Materials: Plant trees, shrubs, vegetated groundcovers, ornamental grasses, and/or perennials 
in landscape beds, raised beds, lawns, planters, or tree wells. 
v. Building Materials. 
a. Use brick, natural and architectural cast stone, architectural pre-cast concrete, glass, glass block, 
architectural metal panel systems, or concrete masonry units with an architectural coloration or finish 
on the ground floor of building facades to provide interest for the pedestrian. 
b. Other materials may be used on the upper floors. 
c. Metal siding, aluminum siding, vinyl siding, synthetic rock, EIFS (synthetic stucco), or other similar 
exterior materials shall not be used for large expanses of facades. They may be used as accents. 
d. Hard plastic awnings shall not be used. Awnings, when applied, shall consist of flexible canvas, 
acrylic, or vinyl coated material. 
(d) On-premise Building Signs. 
i. Within this Overlay Zone, the following regulations are applicable in addition to the general 
Advertising Provisions in Chapter 3 of the Chattanooga City Code. 
ii. A City of Chattanooga Sign Permit is still required. 
iii. Structural regulations in the Chattanooga Sign Ordinance still apply to the Brainerd Road Overlay 
Zone. 
iv. The Brainerd Road Overlay Zone is exempt from all dimensions, location and type regulations in the 
Chattanooga Sign Ordinance. 
v. Dimensions. 
a. Signs on any one (1) side of a building, shall not exceed one and one half (1.5) square feet per linear 
foot of that building side. Awnings and permanent banners used for advertising are considered part of 
the building signage and square footage calculation. 
b. Projecting signs shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area. 
c. Signs painted on windows shall not cover more than twenty percent (20%) of the total window area. 
vi. Location. 
a. Projecting signs shall be located a minimum of 12 inches below the second story window sill or top 
of the building, whichever is lower. 
b. Signs shall be located to fit within the architectural elements such as in the lintel or sign frieze that 
separates the ground level from the upper facade, on the upper facade walls, or projecting from the 
face of the building. 
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c. Signs shall not obstruct the architectural elements and details of a building. 
d. Wall signs shall be placed such that they align with other signs on the block. 
e. Roof signs shall not be incorporated. 
f. For buildings with multiple tenants, signs shall be located only on the portions of the building 
directly outside the area occupied by that tenant or contained within consolidated directories, as 
defined in the City Sign Ordinance. 
vii. Type. 
a. Signs shall be illuminated by indirect lighting. Internally illuminated box-type plastic signs shall not 
be permitted, but signs composed of illuminated individual letters shall be permitted. 
b. Temporary signs or banners, regardless of size, shall only remain in place for 30 days and require a 
sign permit, per the Chattanooga Sign Ordinance. 
c. Mass produced neon signs shall not be permitted. 
(e) On-premise Monument Signs. 
i. Monument Sign. 
a. A monument sign is defined as an advertising or identification device that is ground mounted and 
constructed so that there is no space between the ground and the bottom of the device. 
b. One monument sign is permitted per parcel. 
c. Pole-mounted signs shall not be permitted. 
ii. Dimensions/ Location. 
a. Monument signs shall not exceed six feet (6') in height or ten feet (10') in width. Signs shall not 
exceed twenty-five (25) square feet per face and total sign area shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet 
total of all faces. Height is measured from the top of the sign to the lowest point of the ground upon 
which the proposed sign is to be located. 
b. Monument signs shall not be located in the sight distance triangle or otherwise obstruct lines of 
sight for vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 
c. Monument signs shall not be closer than eighteen (18) feet to any right-of-way, and shall not be 
located in the Street Edge Zone or Bike/Pedestrian Zone. 
iii. Materials. Materials that match the materials of the associated building shall be used. 
iv. Illumination. 
a. Signs shall be illuminated by indirect lighting. Internally illuminated box-type plastic signs shall not 
be permitted, but signs composed of illuminated individual letters shall be permitted. 
(f) Off-premise Billboard Signs. Off premise billboard signs shall not be permitted. 
(g) Bike Racks. 
i. Bike Racks are not required, but when provided they shall adhere to the following regulations. 
a. Each bicycle parking space shall be at least six feet long by two feet wide; and 
b. Shall be located within fifty (50) feet of the building entrance. 
c. Bicycle parking racks shall be securely attached to the ground and provide support for a bicycle 
frame at two points. 
(h) Parking Zone. 
i. Location. 
a. The Parking Zone is located to the rear of buildings. 
b. New parking shall not be permitted between a building and the Brainerd Road and/or Lee Highway 
street frontage. 
Figure 5. Parking Zone Behind Buildings 
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c. If all new parking cannot be accommodated to the rear of the building, parking on the side of the 
building may be allowed if it is screened from the public right-of-way as described in Section (4)(d). 
d. Parking areas shall be connected to parking and access drives of adjacent properties to provide 
cross-connection. Fences and other barriers shall be removed that prevent interconnection for cars and 
pedestrians. 
e. Garages for new residential dwellings shall be located behind the primary building. 
ii. Parking Space Regulations 
a. Reference Table 1700 (Article V, Section 38-471) and the underlying Zone for the required number 
of parking spaces. 
b. The number of spaces provided shall not exceed the required number of spaces by more than fifty 
percent (50%). 
c. A minimum of four (4) bicycle parking spaces are required, plus one bicycle parking space for every 
fifty (50) required car parking spaces. 
d. Parking Discounts. Public Works-Transportation may allow the following discounts for required 
car parking spaces. Applicants should schedule a consultation with Public Works-Transportation to 
determine potential parking discounts. 
1. Bicycle. One (1) car parking space may be discounted for every bicycle parking space required. 
2. Pedestrian. If the development connects via new or existing sidewalks to an established sidewalk 
grid that links multiple land uses (i.e. commercial, residential, office), a ten percent (10%) discount may 
be applied. 
3. Transit. If the development is located within one-quarter (¼) mile of an established transit stop, a 
ten percent (10%) discount may be applied. 
e. Shared Parking. Parking space discounts may be applied to developments that share parking with 
facilities serving other uses according to the following chart: 

 Residential  Lodging  Office  Retail  Institution  
Residential  0%  10%  30%  20%  30%  
Lodging  10%  0%  50%  30%  20%  
Office  30%  50%  0%  20%  50%  
Retail  20%  30%  20%  0%  30%  
Institution  30%  20%  50%  30%  0%  

 
1. Shared parking discounts are applied before multi-modal discounts 
2. To apply shared parking discounts for facilities on separate parcels, a legal agreement between 
property owners guaranteeing access to and use of designated parking areas is required. 
iii. Off-Site Parking. 
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a. Forty percent (40%) of required car parking spaces, except required accessible spaces, may be 
located off-site if the remote parking area is located within 700 feet from the primary entrance of the 
facility served. 
b. On-street parking spaces may be counted as required parking spaces provided the on-street spaces 
abut the subject property. 
iv. Parking Lot Lighting. 
a. All parking lot lighting shall be equipped with full cut-offs to direct light downward and to minimize 
glare, shadows, night sky pollution, and excessive light levels. 
b. Light spill on neighboring property shall not be permitted. 
c. Maximum mounting height of light fixtures in parking lots shall be twenty (20) feet. 
v. Shade Trees / Landscape / Green Infrastructure. 
a. All development shall adhere to the City's water quality regulations. Refer to City of Chattanooga's 
Code, Chapter 31 and the City's Rainwater Management Guide for Green Infrastructure applications. 
b. See Section (4)(d) for required parking lot shade tree regulations. 
(i) Screening of Utilities. Completely screen dumpsters, loading areas, mechanical equipment, outdoor 
storage areas, and other visible utilities with an opaque wall or fence as follows: 
i. The height of the screen shall be a minimum of six (6) feet, or twelve (12) inches taller than the 
object, whichever is higher, and adequate to completely conceal the dumpster or equipment. 
ii. Chain link fences or slats shall not be permitted. 
iii. Screens shall consist of masonry, stucco, stone, wood, or decorative metal. 
iv. Landscaping, including shrubs, trees, perennials, or green screens, shall be added to screening to 
soften the appearance of screening walls or fences. 
(Ord. No. 12845, § 1, 7-15-14; Ord. No. 13234, § 2, 10-17-17 ; Ord. No. 13290, § 1, 3-20-18 ; Ord. No. 
13743 , § 2, 11-16-21) 
 
 

 FAA Aviation Overlay Zone 

Property within the FAA Aviation Overlay Zone, as defined in Chapter 8 of the Chattanooga City Code 
and shown on the AOD Map, attached as Appendix A to Chapter 8, are subject to additional 
requirements described in Chapter 8 in addition to the requirements set forth of this Code.  
 

 Airport Use Zone  
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 F/H Flood Hazard 
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Article IX. Uses 

    

 
  TABLE 38-41.1: USE MATRIX 

P = Permitted Use || SE = Special Exception 

 
RN
-1-
3 

RN-1-
6 

RN
-1-
5 

RN
-1-
7.5 
 

RN-2 RN-2T RN-3 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 R-MH C-
NT C-N C- 

TMU C-C C-R C-
MU1 

C-
MU2 I-L I-H I-X I-MU A-1 INST OS Use 

Standards 

PRINCIPAL USES                            
Adult Use                    SE       9.3.A 
Agriculture                        P    
Alternative Correctional Facility                         P   
Amusement Facility - Indoor                P P P P    P     
Amusement Facility - Outdoor                 SE SE SE    P     
Animal Care Facility - With Outdoor Area              SB SB P P P P P   P    9.3.B 
Animal Care Facility - Fully Indoors              P P P P P P P   P    9.3.B 
Animal Shelter                 SE   P   P    9.3.B 
Art Gallery             P P P P P P P    P     
Arts and Fitness Studio             P P P P P P P    P     
Bed and Breakfast – With Reception 
Facilities 

 SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE   SE           P   9.3.C 

Bed and Breakfast – No Reception 
Facilities 

 P P P P P P P P P   P           P   9.3.C 

Body Modification Establishment               P P P P P    P     
Borrow Pit                     P P     9.3.D 
Broadcasting Facility - With Antennae                    P   P     
Broadcasting Facility - No Antennae                P P P P P   P     
Campground/RV Park                        SE  P 9.3.E 
Campground, Resort                        SE  P 9.3.F 
Car Wash                 SE   P   SE     
Cemetery                          P 9.3.G 
Children’s Home  P                       P   
Commercial Kitchen                SE P SE SE P   P     
Community Center  P P P P P P P P P P     P  P P    P  P P  
Community Garden  P P P P P P P P P P  P           P P P 9.3.H 
Conservation Area                          P  
Cottage Court Development  P P P P P P P P P                 9.3.I 
Cultural Facility                P P P P    P  P P  
Day Care Center             P P P P P P P    P  P  9.3.J 
Day Care Home – 8 or Less 
Children/Adults 

 P P P P P P P P P                 9.3.J 
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  TABLE 38-41.1: USE MATRIX 
P = Permitted Use || SE = Special Exception 

 
RN
-1-
3 

RN-1-
6 

RN
-1-
5 

RN
-1-
7.5 
 

RN-2 RN-2T RN-3 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 R-MH C-
NT C-N C- 

TMU C-C C-R C-
MU1 

C-
MU2 I-L I-H I-X I-MU A-1 INST OS Use 

Standards 

PRINCIPAL USES                            
Day Care Home – 9 or More 
Children/Adults 

 SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE                 9.3.J 

Drug Treatment Clinic                 SE      SE  P  9.3.K 
Dwellings                            

Dwelling - Single-Unit Detached P P P P P P P P P P   P           P   9.3.L 
Dwelling - Single-Unit Attached     P P P P P P   P              9.3.L 
Dwelling - Two-Unit     P P P P P P                 9.3.L 
Dwelling - Three-Unit       P P P P        P         9.3.M 
Dwelling - Four-Unit       P P P P        P         9.3.M 
Dwelling - Townhouse      P P  P P P     P P P     P    9.3.M 
Dwelling - Multi-Unit       P  P P P     P P P P    P    9.3.M 
Dwelling - Above the Ground Floor             P P P P  P P    P     
Dwelling – Live/Work             P P         P    9.3.N 
Dwelling – Manufactured Home   SE   SE SE      P               9.3.O 

Eating and Drinking Establishment               P P P P P P P SE  P  P   
Educational Facility - College/University                   P P    P  P   
Educational Facility - Primary or 
Secondary  

 P P P P P P P P P               P   

Educational Facility - Vocational                 P P P P SE  P  P   
Financial Institution              P P P P P P P   P     
Financial Service, Alternative (AFS)                SE SE SE SE        9.3.P 
Food Bank                 SE   P P  P  P   
Food Pantry                P P P P P   P  P   
Food Truck Park                  P P P   P    9.3.Q 
Fraternity/Sorority       SE                  P   
Freight Terminal                    P P       
Funeral Home                SE SE      SE     
Gas Station                SE SE SE SE P   P    9.3.R 
Golf Course/Driving Range                          P  
Government Office/Facility              P P P P P P P P  P  P   
Group Home:  For-profit SE SE SE SE SE                    SE   
Group Home:  Non-profit P P P P P P P P P P   P           P   xxxx 
Halfway House      SE SE  SE SE   SE              9.3.T 



Article IX. Uses 

    

  TABLE 38-41.1: USE MATRIX 
P = Permitted Use || SE = Special Exception 

 
RN
-1-
3 

RN-1-
6 

RN
-1-
5 

RN
-1-
7.5 
 

RN-2 RN-2T RN-3 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 R-MH C-
NT C-N C- 

TMU C-C C-R C-
MU1 

C-
MU2 I-L I-H I-X I-MU A-1 INST OS Use 

Standards 

PRINCIPAL USES                            
Heavy Retail, Rental, and Service                SE P   P   P     
Hospital                         P   
Hotel                P P P P         
House Museum  SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE            SE SE SE SE 9.3.U 
Industrial – Artisan/Craft                P P P P P   P    9.3.V 
Industrial – General                     P       
Industrial – Light                     P P  P     
Industrial Design             P  P P P P P P   P     
Junk Yard/Salvage Yard                     P      9.3.W 
Live Entertainment - Secondary Use                SE P P P    P     
Live Performance Venue                 P P P    P     
Lodge/Private Social Club       SE       P P P P P P P P  P P   9.3.X 
Manufactured Home Park            P               Sec. 8.4 
Manufactured Home Subdivision            P               Sec. 8.4 
Medical/Dental Office/Clinic             SE P P P P P P    P  P   
Micro-Production of Alcohol               SE P P P P SE   P    9.3.Y 
Movie Studio                    P P  P     
Neighborhood Commercial 
Establishment 

 SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE                9.3.Z 

Nightclub                SE SE SE SE    SE     
Office             P P P P P P P P   P     
Outdoor Market              SE SE SE SE SE SE SE   SE    9.3.AA 
Outdoor Storage Yard                    P P      9.3.BB 
Park P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P    P  P P  
Parking Lot (Principal Use)                SE SE SE SE P   SE  P P Article 12 
Parking Structure (Principal Use)                SE SE SE SE P     P P Article 12 
Passenger Terminal                  SE SE SE SE   SE     
Personal Service Establishment             P P P P P P P    P     
Place of Worship P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P   
Private Recreation Club       SE       P P P P P P P P  P P    
Public Safety Facility  P P P P P P P P P P   P P P P P P P   P P P   
Public Works Facility                 P   P P  P P P   
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  TABLE 38-41.1: USE MATRIX 
P = Permitted Use || SE = Special Exception 
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RN-2 RN-2T RN-3 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 R-MH C-
NT C-N C- 

TMU C-C C-R C-
MU1 

C-
MU2 I-L I-H I-X I-MU A-1 INST OS Use 

Standards 

PRINCIPAL USES                            
Quarry/Mining and Extraction                     P P     9.3.CC 
Reception Facility                 P P P    P SE   9.3.DD 
Reception Facility, Estate  SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE SE   SE           SE   9.3.EE 
Recycling Processing Facility                     P      9.3.FF 
Research and Development                    P P  P  P   
Residential Care Facility           SE     SE SE SE SE    SE  P  9.3.GG 
Residential Addiction Treatment Facility           SE     SE SE SE SE    SE  P  9.3.GG 
Retail Goods Establishment               P P P P P P P   P     
Retail Sales of Alcohol               SE SE P P P P P   P     
Self-Storage Facility: Enclosed                 P SE SE P   P    9.3.HH 
Self-Storage Facility: Outdoor                 SE   P       9.3.HH 
Shelter                  SE   SE   SE  P   
Shelter, Domestic Violence   P P P P P P P P P     P P P      P  P   
Social Service Center              P P P P P P    P  P   
Solar Energy System                    P    P P   
Specialty Food Service              P P P P P P P   P     
Utility  P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P P  P P P P 9.3.II 
Vehicle Dealership                 P           
Vehicle Operation Facility                    P        
Vehicle Rental                  P           
Vehicle Repair/Service: Major                 SE   P P  P    9.3.KK 
Vehicle Repair/Service: Minor               P P P   P   P    9.3.LL 
Warehouse                     P P  P     
Wholesale                     P        
Wind Energy System                    SE    SE SE  9.3.MM 

Wireless Telecommunications   P,SE P,
SE 

P, 
SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE  P,

SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE P,SE 9.3.NN 

ACCESSORY USES                            
Drive-Through Facility                SE P   P   SB    9.4.A 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)  P P P P P P P P P   P           P   9.4.B 
Farmstand                        P   9.4.C 
Helistop                         SE  9.4.D 



Article IX. Uses 

    

  TABLE 38-41.1: USE MATRIX 
P = Permitted Use || SE = Special Exception 
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RN-2 RN-2T RN-3 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 TRN-4 R-MH C-
NT C-N C- 

TMU C-C C-R C-
MU1 

C-
MU2 I-L I-H I-X I-MU A-1 INST OS Use 

Standards 

ACCESSORY USES                            
Home Occupation  P P P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P    P P   9.4.E 
Keeping of Livestock/Equines  P   P                   P   9.4.F 
Outdoor Sales and Display              P P P P P P    P    9.4.G 
Outdoor Storage                 P   P P  P P   9.4.H 
Outdoor Seating/Activity Area              P P P P P P P   P    9.4.I 
TEMPORARY USES                            
Mobile Food Vendor              P P P P P P P   P  P  9.5.A 
Mobile Retail Vendor              P P P P P P    P    9.5.B 
Temporary Outdoor Entertainment 
and/or Sales Event  

 P P P P P P P P P P  P P P P P P P P   P P P P 9.5.C 
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 Principal Use Standards 
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Table 38-42.1: Cottage Court Permitted Dwelling Types 
Dwelling Type RN-1-6 RN-1-5 RN-2 RN-3 TRN-1 TRN-2 TRN-3 

Dwelling - Single-Unit Detached P P P P P P P 

Dwelling - Single-Unit Attached P P P P P P P 

Dwelling - Two-Unit P P P P P P P 
Dwelling - Townhouse       P   P P 
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SINGLE-UNIT DETACHED DWELLING 

 
A = Primary Entrance 
B = Architectural Features 
C = Required Transparency 
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TOWNHOUSE DWELLING 
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A = Primary Entrance 
B = Architectural Features 
C = Required Transparency 
 
MULTI-UNIT DWELLING 

 
 
A = Prominent Entrance 
B = Architectural Features 
C = Required Transparency 
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 Accessory Use Standards 
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 Temporary Use Standards 

These regulations are for temporary uses located on private property. Temporary use permissions 
are granted to property, not individual temporary use permit applicants or temporary use operators. 
Where temporary uses are limited in timeframes, such as number of times per year, such 
timeframes apply to the property, not the permit applicant.  Temporary uses require a temporary 
use permit per Section 17.9 unless specifically cited as exempt.  
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 Use Definitions 

 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU). An additional dwelling unit associated with and incidental to a principal 
dwelling on the same lot.  

 
 

 

 
Adult Use. For the purpose of this use, adult uses include the following: 
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Agriculture. Agriculture includes:  
 

 

 

 

As used in this definition, the term farm products mean forage and sod crops; grains and feed crops; 
dairy and dairy products; poultry and poultry products; livestock, including breeding and grazing; 
fruits; vegetables; flowers; seeds; grasses; forestry products; fish and other aquatic animals used for 
food; bees; equine; and all other plants and animals that produce food, feed, fiber, or fur. The term 
nursery stock means all trees, shrubs, or other plants, or parts of trees, shrubs, or other plants, 
grown or kept for, or capable of, propagation, distribution, or sale on a commercial basis. 
Agriculture includes a single-unit detached dwelling used as a dwelling for the operators/owners of 
the farm.  
 

Alternative Correctional Facility. A monitored housing facility for adults or minors that is required by 
the courts or otherwise available as an alternative to incarceration.  
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Amusement Facility – Indoor. A facility for spectator and participatory uses conducted within an 
enclosed building, such as movie theaters, indoor sports arenas, bowling alleys, tumbling centers, 
skating centers, roller rinks, escape room/physical adventure game facilities, and pool halls. Indoor 
amusement facilities do not include live performance venues. An indoor amusement facility may include 
uses such as, but not limited to, concession stands, eating and drinking establishments, and retail sales 
as ancillary uses. 
 
Amusement Facility – Outdoor. A facility for spectator and participatory uses conducted outdoors or 
within partially enclosed structures, such as outdoor sports stadiums, batting cages, and miniature golf 
courses. An outdoor amusement facility may include uses such as, but not limited to, concession stands, 
eating and drinking establishments, and retail sales as ancillary uses.  
 
Animal Care Facility. An establishment which provides care for animals, excluding livestock, including 
veterinary offices for the treatment of animals, where animals may be boarded during their 
convalescence, pet grooming establishments, animal training centers and clubs, and pet boarding 
facilities, where animals are boarded during the day and/or for short-term stays. Animal care facilities 
include pet cremation services.  
 
Animal Shelter. A facility used to house or contain stray, homeless, abandoned, and/or unwanted 
animals. 
 
Art Gallery. An establishment that sells, loans and/or displays paintings, sculpture, photographs, video 
art, or other works of art. Art gallery does not include a cultural facility, such as a library or museum, 
which may also display paintings, sculpture, photographs, video art, or other works. 
 
Arts and Fitness Studio. An establishment where an art or activity is taught, studied, or practiced such 
as dance, martial arts, photography, music, painting, gymnastics, pilates, or yoga. An arts studio also 
includes private exercise studios for private sessions with trainers and/or private classes; health clubs 
are not an arts and fitness studio, but a personal service establishment. 
 
Bed and Breakfast. A single-unit dwelling where a resident/owner provides lodging for a daily fee and 
prepares meals for guests. A bed and breakfast may include dining facilities for the guests. A bed and 
breakfast may or may not have reception facilities.  
 
Borrow Pit. Land used as an excavation area where materials like soil, sand, gravel, or stone are 
extracted for construction purposes. Such excavation is a principal use of the land.  
 
Body Modification Establishment. An establishment that offers tattooing services, body piercing, 
and/or non-medical body modification. Body modification establishment does not include an 
establishment that offers only ear piercing as an ancillary service. 
 
Broadcasting Facility. A facility engaged in broadcasting and information relay services for radio and 
television signals, including studio facilities. A broadcasting facility may or may not include antennas to 
broadcast the signal.   
 
Campground/Recreational Vehicle (RV) Park. Land used for transient occupancy primarily by camping 
in tents and/or recreational vehicles, such as camp trailers, travel trailers, motor homes, or similar 
movable temporary sleeping quarters. 
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Campground, Resort. Land used for transient occupancy by camping primarily in cabins and other 
shelters such as domes, yurts, and treehouses. 
 
Car Wash. An establishment for the washing and cleaning of vehicles or other light duty equipment, 
whether automatic, by hand, or self-service. The car wash facility may be within an enclosed structure, 
an open bay structure, or similar configurations.  
 
Cemetery. Land and structures reserved for the interring of human remains or the interring of animal 
remains. Cemeteries may include structures for performing religious ceremonies related to the 
entombment of the deceased, mortuaries, including the sales of items related to the internment of 
remains, and related accessory structures, such as sheds for the storage of maintenance equipment. 
Cemeteries may also include crematoriums and embalming facilities.  
 
Children’s Home. An institutional residential facility that provides housing for and care to minors who 
are wards of the state, whose parents or guardians are deceased or otherwise unable or unwilling to 
care for them. This includes institutions that are located in one or more buildings on contiguous 
property with one administrative body. 
 
Commercial Kitchen (Standalone). A certified shared commercial kitchen in which individuals or 
businesses prepare value-added food products and meals, usually paying an hourly or daily rate to lease 
a space shared by others.  
 
Community Center. A facility used as a place of meeting, recreation, or social activity, that is open to the 
public and is not operated for profit, and offers a variety of educational and community service 
activities. A community center may serve as a local “food hub” where regionally grown food, including 
value added food, can be grown and/or brought for distribution and sale. 
 
Community Garden. Fruits, flowers, vegetables, or ornamental plants cultivated by one or more 
individuals. 
 
Conservation Area. Designated open space that preserves and protects natural features, wildlife, and 
critical environmental features, as well as undeveloped sites of historical or cultural significance. A 
conservation area may include opportunities for passive recreation, such as hiking trails and lookout 
structures, and environmental education. 
 
Cottage Court Development. A small lot residential development in a manner that organizes various 
dwelling types around a common open space, designed as a cohesive whole and maintained in shared 
stewardship by residents.  
 
Cultural Facility. A facility open to the public that provides access to cultural exhibits and activities 
including, but not limited to, museums, cultural or historical centers, non-commercial galleries, historical 
societies, and libraries. A cultural facility may include uses such as, but not limited to, retail sales of 
related items, performance spaces and auditoriums, and eating and drinking establishments as ancillary 
uses. 
 
Day Care Center. A facility where, for a portion of a 24 hour day, care and supervision is provided for 
minors, the elderly, and/or functionally-impaired adults in a protective setting.  
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Day Care Home. A residential dwelling where a permanent occupant of the dwelling provides care for 
minors, the elderly, and/or functionally-impaired adults from outside households in a protective setting 
for less than 24 hours per day. A day care home does not include facilities that only receive children 
from a single household. 
 
Drive-Through Facility. That portion of a business where transactions occur directly with customers via a 
service window, kiosk, or other configuration that allows customers to remain in their vehicle.  
 
Drug Treatment Clinic. A licensed facility authorized by the state to administer drugs, such as 
methadone or suboxone, in the treatment, maintenance, or detoxification of persons.  
 
Dwelling – Single-Unit Detached. A structure containing one dwelling unit located on a single lot.  
 

DWELLING – SINGLE-UNIT DETACHED 

 
Dwelling – Single-Unit Attached. A structure containing one single-unit dwelling attached at an interior 
side lot line by a vertical party wall to another single-unit dwelling. Each single-unit dwelling is located 
on a separate lot.  
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DWELLING – SINGLE-UNIT ATTACHED 

 
Dwelling – Two-Unit. A structure containing two dwelling units on one lot. 

 
DWELLING – TWO-UNIT 

 
Dwelling – Three-Unit. A structure containing three dwelling units on one lot. 
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DWELLING – THREE-UNIT 

 
 

Dwelling – Four-Unit. A structure containing four dwelling units on one lot. 
 

DWELLING – FOUR-UNIT 

 
Dwelling – Townhouse. Three or more attached dwellings where each townhouse building in the larger 
structure is attached to another townhouse building by a vertical party wall and designed so that each 
townhouse building in the development has a separate exterior entrance to the dwelling unit.  
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DWELLING – TOWNHOUSE 

 
Dwelling – Multi-Unit. A structure containing five or more dwelling units within a single building where 
the units are accessed by one or more common entryways. However, ground floor units may be 
accessed by individual entry ways.  

 
DWELLING – MULTI-UNIT 

 
 

Dwelling – Above the Ground Floor. Dwelling units located above ground-floor nonresidential uses. 
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DWELLING – ABOVE THE GROUND FLOOR 

 
Dwelling - Live/Work. A principal structure that combines a dwelling unit with a commercial use 
permitted in the zoning district that is used by one or more of the residents. A live/work dwelling may 
also include the combination of a dwelling unit with arts-related activities, such as painting, 
photography, sculpture, music, and film, used by one or more of the residents. Live/work dwellings are 
subject to the standards for the individual uses contained within this Code.  
 
Dwelling - Manufactured Home.  A structure, transportable in one or more sections, which in the 
traveling mode is eight body feet or more in width, or 40 body feet or more in length, or, when erected 
on site, is 320 or more square feet; and which is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used 
as a dwelling, with or without permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities, including 
the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein. Manufactured home 
includes any structure that meets all of the requirements of this subsection except the size 
requirements and with respect to which the manufacturer voluntarily files a certification required by the 
Secretary of HUD and complies with the standards established under the Act.  
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Educational Facility - College/University. A facility for post-secondary higher learning that grants 
associate or bachelor degrees. The institution may also have research facilities and/or professional 
schools that grant master and doctoral degrees. Educational facilities – university or college include 
ancillary uses such as dormitories, housing for staff and students, fraternities/sororities, cafeterias, 
eating and drinking establishments, retail sales, indoor or outdoor recreational facilities, and similar 
uses. 
 
Educational Facility - Primary or Secondary. A public, private, or parochial facility that offers instruction 
at the elementary, junior high, and/or high school levels. A pre-school may also be included as part of a 
primary school. Educational facilities – primary or secondary include ancillary uses such as dormitories, 
housing for staff and students, cafeterias, indoor or outdoor recreational facilities, and similar uses. 
 
Educational Facility - Vocational. A facility that offers instruction in industrial, clerical, computer, 
managerial, automotive, repair (electrical, plumbing, carpentry, etc.), or commercial skills, or a business 
conducted as a commercial enterprise, such as a school for general educational development or 
commercial vehicle driving school. Educational facility - vocational also applies to privately operated 
schools that do not offer a complete educational curriculum. This does not include primary or secondary 
educational facilities. 
 
Farmstand. A structure used to display and sell products grown on a lot in agricultural use.  
 
Financial Institution. A bank, savings and loan, credit union, or mortgage office.  
 
Financial Institution, Alternative.  Alternative financial institution means establishments that are: 
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Food Bank. A non-profit or governmental organization that collects and distributes food to hunger relief 
organizations. Food is not distributed to the public or individuals from a food bank.  
 
Food Pantry. A non-profit or governmental organization that provides food directly to those in need. 
Food pantries receive, buy, store, and distribute food. Food pantries may also prepare meals to be 
served at no cost to those who receive them. A food pantry may be an ancillary use of a place of 
worship, community center, social service center, and/or homeless shelter.  
 
Food Truck Park. The use of land designed to accommodate one or more food truck vendors offering 
food and/or beverages for sale to the public as the primary use of the property, which may include 
seating areas for customers.  
 
Fraternity/Sorority. A structure used by a chartered fraternal or sororal membership organization or 
association, used as a residence or a dining and recreational facility for members of organizations or 
associations who are students at a university, which permits the organization or association to use its 
facilities because of the relationship of such organization or association to the body of students enrolled 
in such institution.  
 
Freight Terminal. A processing node for freight, such as a trucking terminal. 
 
Funeral Home. An establishment where the dead are prepared for burial display and for rituals before 
burial or cremation, including chapels for the display of the deceased and the conducting of rituals 
before burial or cremation, and crematoriums. 
 
Gas Station. An establishment where fuel for vehicles is stored and dispersed from fixed equipment into 
the fuel tanks of motor vehicles. Gas stations may include solar and/or electric charging stations. A gas 
station may also include ancillary retail.  
 
Golf Course/Driving Range. A tract of land design with at least nine holes for playing a game of golf and 
improved with tees, greens, fairways, and hazards. A golf course may include a clubhouse, restrooms, 
snack-bar, and pro-shop as ancillary uses. A driving range may be designed as a standalone facility or 
included as part of a golf course, which is defined as a tract of land equipped with distance markers, 
clubs, balls, and tees for practicing the hitting of golf balls.  
 
Government Office/Facility. Offices owned, operated, or occupied by a governmental agency to provide 
a governmental service to the public, such as City offices and post offices. Government offices do not 
include public safety or public works facilities.  
 
Group Homes Operated on a Non-profit Basis.  For the purposes of any zoning law in Tennessee per 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 13-24-101 , the classification “single family residence” includes any home in which 
eight (8) or fewer unrelated persons with disabilities reside, and may include three (3) additional 
persons acting as support staff or guardians, who need not be related to each other or to any of the 
persons with disabilities residing in the home.  “Person with a disability” does not include persons who 
have a mental illness and, because of such mental illness, pose a likelihood of serious harm as defined in 
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§ 33-6-501, or who have been convicted of serious criminal conduct related to such mental illness. This 
part does not apply to such family residences wherein persons with disabilities reside when such 
residences are operated on a commercial basis. A group home with eight or fewer residents is 
considered a single-unit dwelling.   

 
Group Homes Operated on a For-profit Basis.  A group care facility, operated on a for-profit basis, in a 
residential dwelling for: 1) care of persons in need of personal services or assistance essential for 
activities of daily living; or 2) care of persons in transition or in need of supervision, including drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation (excluding medical detoxification). Group home does not include persons who are 
mentally ill and, because of such mental illness, pose a likelihood of serious harm as defined in 
Tennessee Code Annotated § 33-6-501, or who have been convicted of serious criminal conduct related 
to such mental illness.  A group home with eight or fewer residents operated on a commercial basis is 
required to have a Special Exceptions Permit. 
 
Halfway House. A residential facility for persons who have been institutionalized for criminal conduct 
and who either require a group setting to facilitate the transition to society, or have been ordered to 
such facilities by the court as a condition of parole or probation. 
 
Heavy Retail, Rental, and Service.  Retail, rental, and/or service establishments of a heavier and larger-
scale commercial character typically requiring permanent outdoor service or storage areas and/or 
partially enclosed structures. Examples of heavy retail, rental, and service establishments include large-
scale home improvement centers with outdoor storage, display, and rental components, lumberyards, 
recreational vehicle dealerships, boat sales, rental, and service, truck rental establishments, and sales, 
rental, and repair of heavy equipment. Wholesale establishments that sell to the general public, 
including those establishments where membership is required, are considered heavy retail, rental, and 
service establishments. 
 
Helistop. Land or part of a structure used for the landing of helicopters. 
 
Home Occupation. An activity carried out for economic gain by a resident, conducted as an accessory 
use in the resident's dwelling. 
 
Hospital. Facilities for primary health services and medical or surgical care to people, primarily in-
patient, and including, as an integral part of the institution, related facilities such as laboratories, 
outpatient facilities, dormitories and staff housing, or educational facilities, and ancillary uses such as, 
but not limited to, cafeterias, eating and drinking establishments, retail sales, and similar uses. 
 
Hotel. A commercial facility that provides transient lodging accommodations for a fee and customary 
lodging services. Related ancillary uses include, but are not be limited to, meeting facilities, eating and 
drinking establishments, and recreational facilities for the use of guests. Hotel includes motels, hostels, 
and extended stay hotels. Hotels may be constructed as a series of detached structures.  
 
House Museum. A dwelling converted from its original principal use as a dwelling unit to a permanent, 
staffed institution dedicated to the collection, preservation, study, display, and educational use of 
objects, and which is open to the public on a regular and limited schedule, is owned and operated as a 
nonprofit organization, and has a board of trustees or directors to oversee its operation and 
management and to ensure that the institution is true to its purpose. 

 



June 27, 2024 

161 
 

Indoor Recreation. A commercial facility providing daily or regularly scheduled recreation-oriented 
activities in an indoor setting. Indoor recreation includes the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Industrial – Artisan/Craft. Artisan-related crafts and industrial processes that are more intensive uses, 
such as small-scale metalworking, glassblowing, furniture making, and small-scale food production that 
includes preparation, processing, canning, or packaging of food products. Micro-production of alcohol 
and specialty food production are regulated separately from artisan/craft industrial. An artisan/craft 
industrial use may also include sales of products created on-site. 
 
Industrial - General. The manufacture, fabrication, processing, reduction, and/or destruction of any 
article, substance, or commodity, or any other treatment thereof in such a manner as to change the 
form, character, and/or appearance, and incidental storage, sales, and distribution of such products. 
General industrial uses may produce noise, vibrations, illumination, or particulate that is perceptible to 
adjacent land users. These industrial uses typically have outdoor storage areas.  
 
Industrial - Light. Research and development activities, and the manufacture, fabrication, processing, 
reduction, and/or destruction of any article, substance, or commodity, or any other treatment thereof in 
such a manner as to change the form, character, and/or appearance, where such activities are 
conducted wholly within an enclosed building. A light industrial use may also include a showroom, sales 
of products related to the items manufactured or stored on-site, and/or ancillary outdoor storage. 
 
Industrial Design. An establishment for the research, design, and brand development of products for 
future production. Industrial design integrates the creative fields of art, science, and/or engineering to 
determine and define a product’s form and features in advance of the physical act of making a product. 
An industrial design establishment may create prototypes, but may not mass manufacture products 
from the premises. 

 
Junk Yard/Salvage Yard. A facility used for the abandonment, sale, storage, collection, or baling of scrap 
metal, other scrap or discarded materials, waste tire processing or collection area, and/or abandoned 
vehicles or machinery, or parts thereof. 
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Keeping of Livestock/Equines. The keeping of livestock and/or equines, including the associated 
structures, such as stables, as an accessory use to a non-agricultural uses, such as a dwelling.  
 
Live Entertainment - Secondary Use. A live performance, performed live by one or more persons 
including, but not limited to, musical acts, including disc jockeys (DJs), theatrical plays, performance art, 
stand-up comedy, and magic, included as part of the operation of an eating and drinking establishment, 
amusement facility, or similar use. As a secondary use, the other principal use operating on the site is 
open to public during hours when no performance is scheduled. Live entertainment - secondary use is 
approved separately as a principal use. Live entertainment - secondary use does not include: 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Live Performance Venue. A facility for the presentation of live entertainment, including musical acts, 
including disc jockeys (DJs), theatrical plays, stand-up comedy, and similar performances. Performances 
are scheduled in advance and tickets are required for admission and available for purchase in advance 
or may be purchased at the venue on the day of the performance. A live performance venue is only 
open to the public when a live performance is scheduled. A live performance venue may include 
classroom space utilized during hours it is not open to the public for a performance. A live performance 
venue may include concession stands, including sale of alcohol, but only when it is open to the public for 
a performance. A live performance venue does not include any adult use. 
 
Lodge/Private Social Club. A facility operated by an organization or association for a common purpose, 
such as, but not limited to, a meeting hall for a fraternal or social organization or a union hall, but not 
including clubs organized primarily for-profit or to render a service which is customarily carried on as a 
business. 
 
Lodge/private social club also includes an establishment owned or operated by a corporation, 
association, or group of private individuals, open to members, their families, and invited guests, 
organized and operated for pursuit of a common interest, occupation, or activity. 
 
Manufactured Home Park. A parcel of land under single control or unified ownership that has been 
planned and improved for the placement of manufactured homes for residential use. 
 
Manufactured Home Stand. That part of an individual manufactured home space which has been 
reserved for the placement of the manufactured home. 
 
Manufactured Home Subdivision. A parcel of land under single control or unified ownership that has 
been planned and improved for the placement of manufactured homes for residential use and single-
unit detached dwellings, where each lot is individually owned.  
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Marina.  Any publicly or privately owned dock, basin or wet boat storage facility built to accommodate 
more than two boats and providing permanent or temporary docking space. 
 
Medical/Dental Office/Clinic. A facility operated by one or more physicians, dentists, chiropractors, 
psychiatrists, physiotherapists, or other licensed practitioners of the healing arts for the examination 
and treatment of persons solely on an outpatient basis. Medical/dental offices also include alternative 
medicine clinics, such as acupuncture and holistic therapies, and physical therapy offices for physical 
rehabilitation.  
 
Micro-Production of Alcohol. A facility for the production and packaging of alcoholic beverages, such as 
beer, wine, spirits, cider, and mead, for distribution and consumption on-premises. Facilities include a 
tasting room and may include retail areas for the purchase of beverages      manufactured on-site and 
related items.  
 
Mobile Food Vendor. A motor vehicle or food trailer towed by another vehicle, designed, and equipped 
to sell food and/or beverages directly to consumers. It does not include wholesale food distributors.   
 
Mobile Retail Vendor. A motor vehicle, or trailer towed by another vehicle, designed and equipped to 
sell goods directly to consumers. It does not include wholesale distributors.  
 
Movie Studio. Facilities for the production of motion pictures and film, including stages, exterior sets, 
film laboratories, sound recording facilities, construction, repair and storage facilities, caretaker and 
temporary housing, related commercial vehicles, and accessory fabrication activities. 
 
Multi-Use Stadium/Area. An open, partially enclosed, or fully enclosed facility used or intended to be 
used primarily for spectator sports, entertainment events and other public gatherings. 
 
Neighborhood Commercial Establishment. A commercial use within a residential neighborhood that is 
nonresidential in its original construction and/or use. The structure containing a neighborhood 
commercial establishment may also contain dwelling units.  
 
Nightclub. An establishment that provides entertainment of a participatory nature, including disc 
jockeys (DJs), by providing a place for dancing designed with an area designated as a dance floor, 
including any stage area; however portions of the floor area may be set up for alcohol service, including 
a bar counter, with or without stools, and other seating areas. 
 
Office. An establishment that engages in the processing, manipulation, or application of business 
information or professional expertise. Such an office may or may not offer services to the public. An 
office is not materially involved in fabricating, assembling, or warehousing of physical products for the 
retail or wholesale market, nor engaged in the repair of products or retail services. An office does not 
include financial institution or industrial design. 
 
Open Activation Related Uses. A commercial and non-commercial use situated in a public or private 
building or open space that provides for temporary activation for an area. 
 
Outdoor Market. An outdoor site, where individual stalls or spaces are provided to vendors to display, 
buy, sell, exchange, or deal in produce, food, and new or used goods.   
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Outdoor Recreation. A commercial facility, varying in size, providing daily or regularly scheduled 
recreation-oriented activities. Activities take place predominately outdoors or within outdoor structures. 
Outdoor recreation includes the following: 

Camp or campground. 
Drive-in theater. 
Extreme sports facility, such as BMX, skateboarding or roller blading. 
Open-air theater. 
Outdoor amusements such as batting cage, golf driving range, amusement park, miniature golf 
facility or water park. 
Racetrack. 
Stadium, arena. 

 
Outdoor Sales and Display (Accessory). Part of a lot used for outdoor sales and/or display of goods 
accessory to the principal use. 
 
Outdoor Seating/Activity Area (Accessory). An outdoor seating/activity area as an accessory use is 
located outside the permanent enclosed area, and is used for seating, for food and/or beverage 
consumption, and/or participatory activities such as trivia. This includes, but is not limited to, areas such 
as patios, decks, rooftops, and open areas. 
 
Outdoor Storage (Accessory). The storage of materials, supplies, equipment, vehicles, and similar items 
outdoors accessory to and used by the principal use of land.  
 
Outdoor Storage Yard. The storage of material outdoors as a principal use of land for more than 24 
hours. An outdoor storage yard often functions as a secondary principal use to businesses with outdoor 
storage of materials, such as storage of materials used in a contracting business where the contractor’s 
office is also on-site.  
 
Park. A facility that serves the recreational needs of residents and visitors. Park includes, but is not 
limited to, playgrounds, ballfields, athletic fields, basketball courts, tennis courts, dog parks, skateboard 
parks, passive recreation areas, and gymnasiums. Park may also include non-commercial indoor 
recreation facilities, and amphitheaters, as well as ancillary uses such as, but not limited to, eating and 
drinking establishments and retail establishments, and temporary outdoor uses such as festivals and 
performances. 
 
Parking Lot (Principal Use). An open, hard-surfaced area, excluding a street or public way, used for the 
storage of operable vehicles, whether for compensation or at no charge. 
 
Parking Structure (Principal Use). A structure used for the parking or storage of operable vehicles, 
whether for compensation or at no charge. 
 
Passenger Terminal. A facility for the assembly and dispersal of travelling passengers. 
 
Personal Service Establishment. An establishment that provides frequent or recurrent needed services 
of a personal nature. Typical uses include, but are not limited to, beauty shops, barbershops, tanning 
salons, electronics repair shops, nail salons, spas, massage parlors, laundromats, health clubs, dry 
cleaners, tailors and the like. 
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Place of Worship. A facility where persons regularly assemble for religious purposes and related social 
events and may include group housing for persons under religious vows or religious orders. Places of 
worship may also include ancillary uses such as day care and pre-school facilities, meeting rooms, 
emergency shelters, auditoriums, and/or classrooms for weekly religious instruction. 
      
Private Recreation Club. An establishment owned or operated by a corporation, association, or group of 
private individuals, open to members, their families, and invited guests organized and operated for 
social and recreation purposes, and which may include recreation facilities, both indoor and outdoor, 
restaurants and bars, meeting rooms, and/or similar uses.  
 
Public Safety Facility. A facility operated by and for the use of public safety agencies, such as the fire 
department, emergency medical services, and the police department, including the dispatch, storage, 
and maintenance of police and fire vehicles. Public safety facilities include shelter and training facilities 
for canine and equine units of public safety agencies. 
 
Public Works Facility. A facility operated by the municipal public works departments to provide 
municipal services, including dispatch, storage, and maintenance of municipal vehicles.  
 
Quarry/Mining and Extraction. An open excavation for obtaining building stone, slate, limestone or 
other mineral substances. The process of removal can include blasting, crushing, screening, sizing and 
conveying of the material. The material derived is usually sold on a commercial basis. 
 
Reception Facility. A facility that provides hosting and rental services of a banquet hall or similar 
facilities for private events including, but not limited to, wedding receptions, holiday parties, and 
fundraisers, with food and beverages that are prepared and served on-site or by a caterer to invited 
guests during intermittent dates and hours of operation. Live entertainment may be provided as an 
ancillary use as part of an event. A reception facility is not operated as an eating and drinking 
establishment with regular hours of operation. 
 
Reception Facility, Estate. A single-unit dwelling that hosts private events both within the dwelling and 
on the property including, but not limited to, wedding receptions, holiday parties, and fundraisers, with 
food and beverages that are prepared and served on-site or by a caterer to invited guests during 
intermittent dates and hours of operation. Live entertainment may be provided as an ancillary use as 
part of an event. Private events may also be hosted within accessory structures located on the site.  
 
Recycling Processing Facility. An establishment for construction, demolition, or other materials to be 
recycled and used in new products. 
 
Research and Development. A facility where research and development is conducted in industries that 
include, but are not limited to, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medical instrumentation or supplies, 
communication, and information technology, electronics and instrumentation, and computer hardware 
and software. A research and development establishment may create prototypes of products but may 
not manufacture products for direct sale and distribution from the premises.  

 
Residential Care Facility. A licensed care facility that provides 24-hour medical and/or non-medical care 
of persons in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the activities 
of daily living, or for the protection of the individual. A residential care facility includes nursing care, 
nursing homes, residential home for aged persons, assisted living facilities, adult care home, hospice 
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care, and continuum of care facilities. Continuum of care facilities may also include independent living 
facilities as part of the continuum.  Residential Care Facilities do not include Group Homes as defined 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 13-24-101. 
 
Residential Addiction Treatment Facility. A licensed care facility that provides 24-hour medical, non-
medical, and/or therapeutic care of persons seeking rehabilitation from a drug and/or alcohol addiction. 
Such facilities include medical detoxification.  
 
Resource Extraction. A facility that extracts minerals and other solids and liquids from land. Resource 
extraction includes the following: 

Borrow pit. 
Extraction of phosphate or minerals. 
Extraction of sand or gravel, borrow pit. 
Metal, sand stone, gravel clay, mining and other related processing. 
Stockpiling of sand, gravel. 
 

Retail Goods Establishment. An establishment that provides physical goods, products, or merchandise 
directly to the consumer, where such goods are typically available for immediate purchase and removal 
from the premises by the purchaser. Retail goods establishments do not include heavy retail, rental, and 
service establishments, including whole goods establishments.  
 
Retail Sales of Alcohol. Retail sales of alcoholic beverages for consumption off-premises. Micro-
production of alcohol facilities which may sell alcoholic products produced on-site is not considered 
retail sales of alcohol. 
 
Self-Storage Facility. Enclosed. A facility for the storage of personal property where individual renters 
control and access individual storage spaces located within a fully enclosed building that is climate 
controlled. Ancillary retail sales of related items, such as moving supplies, and facility offices may also be 
included.  
 
Self-Storage Facility. Outdoor. A facility for the storage of personal property where individual renters 
control and access individual storage spaces and where each storage unit has individual access from the 
outdoors. Ancillary retail sales of related items, such as moving supplies, and facility offices may also be 
included. Any self-storage facility constructed with multiple buildings for storage are considered outdoor 
self-storage. Outdoor self-storage also includes structures that are double loaded “strip” buildings 
where access is from an interior hallway.  
 
Shelter, Domestic Violence. A licensed facility that provides temporary shelter, protection, and support 
for those escaping domestic violence and intimate partner violence, including victims of human 
trafficking. A domestic violence shelter also accommodates the minor children of such individuals. The 
facility may also offer a variety services to help individuals and their children including counseling and 
legal guidance.  

 
Shelter.   Shelter means a facility which provides temporary shelter with overnight sleeping 
accommodations for persons experiencing homelessness and which does not require occupants to sign 
leases or occupancy agreements. 
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Social Service Center. A service establishment that provides assistance for those recovering from 
chemical or alcohol dependency; survivors of abuse seeking support; those transitioning from 
homelessness or prior incarceration; and those with health and disability concerns. It does not include 
in-patient, overnight, or living quarters for recipients of the service or for the staff. Such service does not 
include medical examinations or procedures, or medical detoxification, dispensing of drugs or 
medications, or other treatments normally conducted in a medical office.  
 
Solar Energy System. A ground-mounted solar array operated by a public, private, or cooperative 
company for the generation, transmission, distribution, storage, or processing of solar energy for the 
purposes of heating and cooling, electricity generation, and/or water heating.  
 
Specialty Food Service. Specialty food service is an establishment where food products are prepared, 
processed, canned, and/or packaged and all processing is completely enclosed on-site and there are no 
outside impacts. Such business specializes in the sale of specific food products made on-site, such as a 
coffee roaster, nut roaster, and cheesemaker, and may offer areas for retail sales and/or eating and 
drinking areas that serve the products processed on-site. Catering businesses are considered a specialty 
food service. Specialty food service does not include bakeries, even if products are prepared on-site.  

 
Temporary Entertainment and/or Sales Event. One or a combination of the following events: 

 
 

 

Utility. Any facility, infrastructure, and/or equipment used for the generation, transmission, storage, or 
distribution of electric energy, natural or manufactured gas, water, stormwater, cable television, 
internet, telephone services, or wastewater, between the point of generation and the end user. A utility 
does not include wireless telecommunications towers, antennas and/or facilities, satellite dish antennas, 
waste management facilities, recycling collection facilities, or radio, television, or microwave 
transmission or relay towers. Utility also includes utility operation facilities where all activity occurs 
indoors. Utility does not include electric vehicle charging stations, solar energy systems or panels, or 
wind energy systems or private turbines.  
 
Vehicle Dealership. An establishment that sells or leases new or used automobiles, vans, motorcycles, 
and/or all-terrain vehicles (ATV) vehicles, or other similar motorized transportation vehicles. A motor 
vehicle dealership may maintain an inventory of the vehicles for sale or lease either on-site or at a 
nearby location and may provide on-site facilities for the repair and service of the vehicles sold or leased 
by the dealership. Vehicle dealerships do not include truck, trailer, boat, or heavy equipment sales, 
which are considered heavy retail, rental, and service. 
 
Vehicle Operation Facility. A facility for the dispatch, storage, and maintenance of emergency medical 
care vehicles, taxicabs and similar vehicles for hire, school buses, utility vehicles, and similar vehicles. 
Vehicle operation facility does not include a public works or public safety facility. 
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Vehicle Rental. An establishment that rents automobiles and vans, including incidental parking and 
servicing of rental vehicles. A motor vehicle rental establishment may maintain an inventory of the 
vehicles for sale or lease either on-site or at a nearby location and may provide on-site facilities for the 
repair and service of the vehicles sold or leased by the dealership. Vehicle rental does not include truck 
rental establishments or rental of heavy equipment, which is considered part of heavy retail, rental, and 
service. 

 
Vehicle Repair Facility: Major. A business that provides services in major reconditioning of worn or 
damaged motor vehicles, motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (ATV), recreational vehicles and trailers, 
towing and collision service, including body, frame, or fender straightening or repair, painting of motor 
vehicles, interior (e.g., upholstery, dashboard, etc.) reconstruction and/or repairs, and restoration 
services. A major vehicle repair business may also include services considered minor vehicle repair. 
 
Vehicle Repair Facility: Minor. A business that provides services in minor repairs to motor vehicles and 
motorcycles, including repair or replacement of cooling, electrical, fuel and exhaust systems, brake 
adjustments, tire replacement, wheel servicing, alignment, and balancing, realignment, repair and 
replacement of shock absorbers, and replacement or adjustment of mufflers and tail pipes, hoses, belts, 
light bulbs, fuses, windshield wipers/wiper blades, grease retainers, and wheel bearings, and similar 
minor repairs. 
 
Warehouse. An enclosed facility for the storage and distribution of manufactured products or raw 
materials, supplies, and/or equipment.  
 
Waste-Related Service. A facility that processes and stores waste material. Waste-related service 
includes the following: 

Automobile dismantlers/recyclers, junk yard, wrecking yard, salvage yard. 
Hazardous household materials collection center. 
Hazardous waste facility. 
Landfill. 
Recycling processing center. 
Scrap metal processor. 

 
Wholesale. A business where goods are sold to either retailers, or to industrial, commercial, 
institutional, or other professional business users, or to other wholesalers and related subordinated 
services. 
 
Wind Energy System. An energy system operated by a public, private, or cooperative company for the 
generation, transmission, distribution, or processing of wind energy. 
 
Wireless Telecommunications. Towers, antennas, and facilities used to transmit and receive signals that 
facilitate wireless telecommunications. The following definitions describe the wireless 
telecommunications infrastructure described within the general definition for wireless 
telecommunications: 
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 GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 

 General Development Standards Applicable to Zones 
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 Exterior Lighting Controls  
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 Permitted Encroachments  

An encroachment is the extension or placement of an architectural feature into a required setback. 
Permitted encroachments are indicated in Table 38-48.1: Permitted Encroachments into Required 
Setbacks. 
 



June 27, 2024 

176 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 38-48.1: Permitted Encroachments Into Required Setbacks 
Y= Permitted // N= Prohibited 
Max. = Maximum // Min. = Minimum 

 Front 
Setback 

Corner 
Side 
Setback 

Interior 
Side 
Setbac
k 

Rear 
Setba
ck 

Accessibility Ramp Y Y Y Y 
Awning (Non-Sign) 
Max. of 3.5’ into setback, except interior 
side is limited to a max. of 2’ 
Min. vertical clearance of 8’ 

Y Y Y Y 

Balcony  
Max. of 3.5’ into setback, except interior 
side is limited to a max. of 2’ 
Min. vertical clearance of 8’ 

N N Y Y 

Bay Window  
Max. of 3.5’ into setback, except interior 
side is limited to a max. of 2’ 
Min. vertical clearance of 24” 

Y Y Y Y 

Canopy (Non-Sign) 
Max. of 3.5’ into setback, except interior 
side is limited to a max. of 2’ 
Min. vertical clearance of 8’ 

Y Y Y Y 

Chimney 
Max. of 2’ into setback Y Y Y Y 

Decks (Ground Floor) 
Max. height of first finished floorMin.5’ 
from any lot line, except must be 10’ 
from the rear lot line 

N Y N Y 

Decks (Upper Floor) N N N Y 
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Table 38-48.1: Permitted Encroachments Into Required Setbacks 
Y= Permitted // N= Prohibited 
Max. = Maximum // Min. = Minimum 

 Front 
Setback 

Corner 
Side 
Setback 

Interior 
Side 
Setbac
k 

Rear 
Setba
ck 

Max. of 10’ into rear setback 
Prohibited in front yard 
Eaves and Cornices 
Max. of 3’ into setback Y Y Y Y 

Exterior Stairwell 
Max. of 3.5’ into setback  
Prohibited in front yard 

N N N Y 

Fire Escape 
Max. of 3.5’ into setback, except interior 
side is limited to a max. of 2’ 

N N Y Y 

Porch - Unenclosed 
Max. of 5’ into front setback 
Min. 5’ from any lot line, except must be 
10’ from the rear lot line 
Enclosed porches are considered part of 
the principal structure 

Y Y N Y 

Sills and belt courses 
Max. of 2’ into setback Y Y Y Y 

Stoop and Steps 
Max. of 3.5’ into setback, except interior 
side is limited to a max. of 2’ 

Y Y Y Y 

 
 

 Performance Standards 

All uses must comply with the performance standards established in this section unless any federal, 
state, or local law, code, ordinance, or regulation establishes a more restrictive standard, in which case, 
the more restrictive standard applies.  
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 ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

 General Accessory Structure Regulations 

Accessory structures are subject to the requirements of this Article and this section. Certain specific 
accessory structures are regulated in Section 38-51. All accessory structures are subject to the following 
regulations, unless otherwise permitted or restricted by specific regulations of this section or Code.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Specific Accessory Structure Standards 
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SOLAR PANELS  
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WIND TURBINES 
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 OFF-STREET PARKING & LOADING 

 General Requirements 
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 Required Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Spaces 
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Table 38-53.1: Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Requirements – Excludes Form-Based Code 
Zones 

Principal Uses Minimum Vehicle Spaces 
Required 

Minimum Bicycle 
Spaces Required 

Adult Use 1 per 500sf GFA  
Agriculture   

Alternative Correctional Facility 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area  

Amusement Facility - Indoor 1 per 500sf GFA Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Indoor Stadium 1 per 20 seats 1 per 100 seats 

Amusement Facility - Outdoor 1 per 1,000sf GFA Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Outdoor Stadium 1 per 20 seats 1 per 100 seats 

Animal Care Facility  1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Animal Shelter 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Art Gallery 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Arts and Fitness Studio 1 per 300sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 
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Table 38-53.1: Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Requirements – Excludes Form-Based Code 
Zones 

Principal Uses Minimum Vehicle Spaces 
Required 

Minimum Bicycle 
Spaces Required 

Bed and Breakfast – With Reception 
Facilities 

2 spaces + 1 per 
guestroom + 1 per 200sf 
of indoor or enclosed 
reception facilities 

 

Bed and Breakfast – No Reception 
Facilities 

2 spaces + 1 per 
guestroom  

Body Modification Establishment 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Broadcasting Facility  1 per 500sf GFA of office + 
studio area  

Campground/RV Park 1 per site 1 per 5 sites 
Campground, Resort 1 per site 1 per 5 sites 

Car Wash 1 per car wash bay + 3 
stacking spaces per bay  

Cemetery 
1 per 300sf of GFA of 
office and/or 
chapel/parlor 

 

Children’s Home 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area  

Commercial Kitchen 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Community Center 1 per 500sf GFA 1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Cottage Court Development Based on dwelling types 
included in development  

Cultural Facility 1 per 500sf GFA 1 per 2,500sf GFA 
Day Care Center 1 per 750sf GFA  
Drug Treatment Clinic 1 per 300sf GFA  
Dwellings   

Dwelling - Single-Unit Detached 

2 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

 

Dwelling - Single-Unit Attached 

2 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

 

Dwelling - Two-Unit 

2 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

 

Dwelling - Three-Unit 2 per dwelling unit  



June 27, 2024 

192 
 

Table 38-53.1: Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Requirements – Excludes Form-Based Code 
Zones 

Principal Uses Minimum Vehicle Spaces 
Required 

Minimum Bicycle 
Spaces Required 

When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

Dwelling - Four-Unit 

2 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

 

Dwelling - Townhouse 

2 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

 

Dwelling - Multi-Unit  

1.5 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

1 per 4 dwelling units 

Dwelling - Above the Ground Floor 

1.5 per dwelling unit 
When located in Urban 
Overlay Zone (Sec. 8.5): 1 
per dwelling unit 

1 per 4 dwelling units 

Dwelling – Live/Work 1 per dwelling unit  
Dwelling – Manufactured Home 2 per dwelling unit  

Eating and Drinking Establishment  1 per 300sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Educational Facility - 
College/University 

4 per classroom + 2 per 
office  1 per 5 classrooms 

Educational Facility - Primary or 
Secondary    

Educational Facility – Primary 
(Elementary and/or Junior High) 

3 per each classroom + 3 
per office 1 per 10 classrooms 

Educational Facility – High School 6 per classroom + 4 per 
office 1 per 10 classrooms 

Educational Facility - Vocational 4 per classroom + 2 per 
office  1 per 5 classrooms 

Financial Institution 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Financial Service, Alternative (AFS) 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Food Bank 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Food Pantry 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Food Truck Park 1 per 1,000sf of lot area 1 per 2,500sf of lot 
area 
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Table 38-53.1: Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Requirements – Excludes Form-Based Code 
Zones 

Principal Uses Minimum Vehicle Spaces 
Required 

Minimum Bicycle 
Spaces Required 

Fraternity/Sorority 1 per rooming unit .25 per rooming unit 

Freight Terminal 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area  

Funeral Home 1 per 200sf GFA  

Gas Station 
2 per pump island + 4 
stacking spaces if car wash 
bay included 

 

Golf Course/Driving Range 
3 per hole and tee + 1 per 
500sf GFA of indoor public 
areas 

 

Government Office/Facility 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Group Home: Over 8 Residents 1 per 2 rooms  

Halfway House 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area  

Heavy Retail, Rental, and Service 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Hospital 1 per 3 beds 1 per 100 beds 
Hotel 1.0 per room  
House Museum 2 spaces  

Industrial – Artisan/Craft 1 per 1,000sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Industrial – General 

1 per 1,000sf GFA up to 
40,000sf, then 1 per 
2,500sf for additional GFA 
above 40,000sf (excludes 
outdoor area) 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Industrial – Light  

1 per 1,000sf GFA up to 
40,000sf, then 1 per 
2,500sf for additional GFA 
above 40,000sf (excludes 
outdoor area) 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Industrial Design 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Junk Yard/Salvage Yard 1 per 300sf GFA of office 
area  

Live Performance Venue 1 per 1,000sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Lodge/Private Social Club 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Manufactured Home Park 2 per site 1 per 4 sites 
Manufactured Home Subdivision 2 per site or dwelling unit  
Medical/Dental Office/Clinic 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
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Table 38-53.1: Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Requirements – Excludes Form-Based Code 
Zones 

Principal Uses Minimum Vehicle Spaces 
Required 

Minimum Bicycle 
Spaces Required 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Micro-Production of Alcohol 
1 per 1,000sf GFA of 
production facility + 1 per 
500sf GFA of public space 

Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Movie Studio 

1 per 1,000sf GFA up to 
40,000sf, then 1 per 
2,500sf for additional GFA 
above 40,000sf (excludes 
outdoor area) 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Nightclub 1 per 200sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Office 1 per 300sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Outdoor Market 1 per 1,000sf of site area 1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Outdoor Storage Yard 1 per 500sf GFA of office 
area  

Passenger Terminal  1 per 2,000sf GFA  

Personal Service Establishment 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Place of Worship 1 per 4 seats 1 per 25 seats 

Public Works Facility  

1 per 1,000sf GFA up to 
40,000sf, then 1 per 
2,500sf for additional GFA 
above 40,000sf (excludes 
outdoor area) 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Reception Facility 1 per 200sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Reception Facility, Estate 1 per 200sf GFA  

Research and Development 1 per 300sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Residential Care Facility 

To be calculated on the 
type of facility or 
combination of facilities 
provided below: 

Over 10,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Independent Living Facility 1 per dwelling unit   

Assisted Living Facility 0.75 per dwelling unit or 
room  

Nursing Home or Hospice 0.5 per patient room   
Residential Addiction Treatment 
Facility 1 per patient room Over 10,000sf GFA: 

1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Retail Goods Establishment  1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Self-Storage Facility: Enclosed 1 per 25 storage units  
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Table 38-53.1: Off-Street Vehicle and Bicycle Parking Requirements – Excludes Form-Based Code 
Zones 

Principal Uses Minimum Vehicle Spaces 
Required 

Minimum Bicycle 
Spaces Required 

Self-Storage Facility: Outdoor 1 per 25 storage units  

Social Service Center 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Specialty Food Service 1 per 500sf GFA Over 5,000sf GFA: 
1 per 2,500sf GFA 

Vehicle Dealership 

1 per 500sf of indoor sales 
and display area 
(excluding indoor storage) 
+ 4 per service bay 

 

Vehicle Operation Facility 1 per 2,500sf of lot area  

Vehicle Rental  
1 per 500sf GFA of indoor 
area (excluding indoor 
storage) 

 

Vehicle Repair/Service: Major 4 per service bay  
Vehicle Repair/Service: Minor 4 per service bay  

Warehouse  
1 per 500sf of office area + 
1 per 30,000sf GFA of 
warehouse  

 

Wholesale  
1 per 500sf of office area + 
1 per 30,000sf GFA of 
warehouse  

 

 

 Required Parking Flexibilities, Exemptions, and Reductions 
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 Electric Vehicle Charging Stations  
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 Off-Street Parking Facility Design  
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INTEGRATED ANCILLARY PARKING STRUCTURES 
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 Bicycle Parking Design  
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 Required Off-Street Loading Spaces  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 38-58.1: Off-Street Loading Requirements 

Use Type Minimum Number of Spaces 
Required 

Multi-Unit Dwelling  
Total of 50 dwelling units or more 1 loading space 
Commercial & Institutional Use 
10,000 - 100,000sf GFA 1 loading space 
100,001 - 200,000sf GFA 2 loading spaces 
200,001sf and above GFA 3 loading spaces 
Industrial Use 
10,000 - 40,000sf GFA 1 loading spaces 
40,001 - 100,000sf GFA 2 loading spaces 
100,001 and above GFA 3 loading spaces 
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 Commercial Vehicle Storage  
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 LANDSCAPE 

 Purpose and Intent 

The landscape and screening requirements established by this Article are intended to preserve and 
enhance the appearance and character of the City, increase the compatibility of adjacent uses and 
minimize the potential negative impacts to neighboring uses, and create transitional areas between uses 
or zones of different intensities. The requirements of this Article control landscaping and screening on 
private property only. 
 

 Landscape Plan 
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 Landscape and Certificate of Occupancy 

All landscape must be installed before the certificate of occupancy is issued.  
 

 Selection, Installation, and Maintenance 
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Table 38-63.1: Landscape Plant Material Standards 

SY
M Plant Type Cla

ss 
Minimum 
Installed Size 

Minimum Mature 
Size  Minimum Linear  

Spacing Ratio 

Horizontal  
On Center 
Spacing  Height 

(feet) 
Spread 
(feet) 

LT Large Tree I 2" caliper 40 20 
1 tree per 30 

linear feet 
30 feet On 

Center 

ST  Small Tree II 1.5" caliper 20 15 
1 tree per 20 

linear feet 
20 feet On 

Center 

ET  
Evergreen 

Tree III 5' height 15 10 
1 tree per 10 

linear feet 
10 feet On 

Center 

LS  
Large 
Shrub IV 

24" height or 
spread 7 7 

1 shrub per 7 
linear feet 

7 feet On 
Center 

SS  
Small 
Shrub V 

18" height or 
spread 3 3 

1 shrub per 3 
linear feet 

3 feet On 
Center 

*Evergreen trees may only be treated as shade trees if they meet both the minimum maturity height 
and if their crown meets minimum canopy spread criteria. 
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Table 38-63.2: Plant Diversity Requirements 
 Tree Diversity Requirements 

Total # of Trees per 
Tree Type 

Maximum # 
of  

One Species 
Minimum # of  

Species 
1-5 100% 1 

6-10 60% 2 
11-25 50% 4 
26-50 40% 7 

51-100 25% 10 
101+ 15% 12 

Shrub Diversity Requirements 

Total # of Shrubs per 
Shrub Type 

Maximum # 
of  

One Species 
Minimum # of  

Species 
1-10 100% 1 

11-25 60% 2 
26-50 50% 4 

51-100 40% 6 
101+ 20% 8 
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 Parking Lot Landscape 
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PARKING LOT PERIMETER LANDSCAPE 
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INTERIOR PARKING LOT LANDSCAPE 
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 Buffer Yards 
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Table 38-65.1: Required Buffer Yard Class 

Zone of Lot 
Under 
Development 

Development Type Required to 
Install Buffer Yard  

Buffer Yard Required for 
Development When 

Buffer 
Yard 
Class 
Require
d 

RN-1-6, RN-1-5, 
RN-2 

Nonresidential development – 
excludes neighborhood 
commercial establishments 

Abutting residential use M 

    

RN-2T, RN-3 

Nonresidential development – 
excludes neighborhood 
commercial establishments 

Abutting residential use M 

   
    

TRN-1, TRN-2, 
TRN-3, TRN-4 

Nonresidential development – 
excludes neighborhood 
commercial establishments 

Abutting residential use M 

Multi-family development  
Abutting residential use- excludes 
multi-unit 
 

M 

    

C-NT Nonresidential development Abutting residential use M 
   

 
C-N, C-TMU C-
C Development in the zone Abutting residential zone M 

 

C-R Development in the zone Abutting residential zone C 

 

C-MU1, C-MU2 Development in the zone Abutting residential zone C 
   

 

I-L Development in the zone Abutting any other zone except I-L or 
I-H Zone  C 

 

I-H Development in the zone Abutting any other zone except I-L or 
I-H Zone  R 

 

I-MU Development in the zone Abutting residential zone R 

 

INST Development in the zone Abutting residential zone C 
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Table 38-65.2: Buffer Yard Class  
Standard Buffer Yard Requirements 

Buffer Yard Class 10-R  
Residential Buffer 

20-C  
Commercial Buffer 

30-M 
Industrial Buffer 

Width of Standard 
Buffer Yard*  10’  20’  30’  
Minimum Planting 
Requirements 

All Plantings 
minimum  
25% Evergreen 

All Plantings 
minimum  
50% Evergreen 

One (1) row 100% evergreen coverage 
for the entire buffer length   
One row ET Evergreen Trees OR one 
double row LS Large Shrubs  
Plus two rows LT Large Trees 

Planting Options ET Evergreen Trees ET Evergreen Trees No additional options for this buffer 
LS Large Shrubs LS Large Shrubs 
SS Small Shrubs + 
ST Small Trees 

SS Small Shrubs + 
ST Small Trees 
SS Small Shrubs + LT 
Large Trees 

Buffer Yard Class 
(Fence/Wall Option) 
Solid/Opaque Fence 
or Wall 

10-RF  
Residential Buffer 

20-CF  
Commercial Buffer 

30-MF 
Industrial Buffer 

Minimum Planting 
Requirements 

All Plantings 
minimum  
25% Evergreen 

All Plantings 
minimum  
50% Evergreen 

One (1) row 100% evergreen coverage 
for the entire buffer length   
One row ET Evergreen Trees OR one 
double row LS Large Shrubs  
Plus two rows LT Large Trees 

Planting Options ET Evergreen Trees ET Evergreen Trees No additional options for this buffer 
LS Large Shrubs LS Large Shrubs 
SS Small Shrubs + 
ST Small Trees ST Small Trees 
SS Small Shrubs + LT 
Large Trees LT Large Trees 

Fence Height 
4' minimum fence 
height 

6' minimum fence 
height 6' minimum fence height 

1. Buffer yard width maximum is equal to the setback for each zone. 
2. Buffer yard depth shall be measured from the Property Line. 
3. Buffer yard plantings shall cover the entire depth of the buffer at the requisite spacing. 
4. See Table 13-1 Landscape Plant Material Standards for the required spacing. 
5. Any portion of a Fence or Wall, including the gate, shall be solid and opaque. 
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Table 38-65.3: Buffer Yard Class  
Urban Buffer Yard Requirements (Within the Urban Overlay) 

Buffer Yard Class 5-R  
Residential Buffer 

10-C  
Commercial Buffer 

15-M 
Industrial Buffer 

Width of Standard 
Buffer Yard*  5' 10' 15' 
Minimum Planting 
Requirements 

All Plantings 
minimum  
25% Evergreen 

All Plantings 
minimum  
50% Evergreen 

One (1) row 100% evergreen coverage 
for the entire buffer length   
One row ET Evergreen Trees OR one 
double row LS Large Shrubs  
Plus two rows LT Large Trees 

Planting Options ET Evergreen Trees ET Evergreen Trees No additional options for this buffer 
LS Large Shrubs LS Large Shrubs 
SS Small Shrubs + 
ST Small Trees 

SS Small Shrubs + 
ST Small Trees 
SS Small Shrubs + LT 
Large Trees 

Buffer Yard Class 
(Fence/Wall Option) 
Solid/Opaque Fence 
or Wall 

5-RF  
Residential Buffer 

10-CF  
Commercial Buffer 

15-MF 
Industrial Buffer 

Minimum Planting 
Requirements 

All Plantings 
minimum  
25% Evergreen 

All Plantings 
minimum  
50% Evergreen 

One (1) row 100% evergreen coverage 
for the entire buffer length   
One row ET Evergreen Trees OR one 
double row LS Large Shrubs  
Plus two rows LT Large Trees 

Planting Options ET Evergreen Trees ET Evergreen Trees No additional options for this buffer 
LS Large Shrubs LS Large Shrubs 
ST Small Trees ST Small Trees 

LT Large Trees 

Fence Height 
4' minimum fence 
height 

6' minimum fence 
height 6' minimum fence height 

1. Buffer yard width maximum is equal to the setback for each zone. 
2. Buffer yard depth shall be measured from the Property Line. 
3. Buffer yard plantings shall cover the entire depth of the buffer at the requisite spacing. 
4. See Table 13-1 Landscape Plant Material Standards for the required spacing. 
5. Any portion of a Fence or Wall, including the gate, shall be solid and opaque. 
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 Required On-Site Trees 
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 ADMINISTRATORS 

 City Council 

The City Council has the following powers pursuant to this Code: 
 

 

 

 

 Planning Commission 

The Planning Commission has the following powers pursuant to this Code:  
 

 

 

 

 Board of Appeals 

The Board of Appeals has the following powers pursuant to this Code:  
 

 

 

 

 

 Director of the Land Development Office 

The Director of the Land Development Office may designate one or more persons to act as their 
designee; however, a decision may only be rendered once. The Director of the Land Development Office 
has the following powers pursuant to this Code: 
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 APPLICATION PROCESS 

 Application  

 
 

 
Table 38-71.1: Submittals 

Application 

 Administrator 

Regional Planning 
Agency 

Land 
Development 
Office 

Amendment (Text and Map) •  
Special Exception  •  
Variance   • 
Administrative Modification  • 
Planned Unit Development •  
Zoning Interpretation   • 
Zoning Appeal   • 
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 Notice  
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Table 38-72.1: Zoning Approvals Required Notice 

Zoning Application 
Notice Type 

Published Mailed Posted On 
Property 

Zoning Text Amendment 
Notice for Public Hearing •   

Zoning Map Amendment 
Notice for Public Hearing • • • 

Special Exception 
Notice for Public Hearing • • • 

Variance 
Notice for Public Hearing • • • 

Administrative Modification 
Notice of Decision Date  •  

Zoning Appeals  
Notice for Public Hearing •   
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 Vesting  

Unless specifically addressed in this section, all provisions of Tenn. Code Ann. § 13-4-310 are adopted 
and incorporated by reference. 
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 ZONING APPROVALS 

 Zoning Text and Map Amendment 
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 Special Exceptions  
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 Variance  
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 Administrative Modifications  
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 Plan Review for Permits 
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 Planned Unit Development  
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 Zoning Interpretation  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Temporary Use Permit  
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 Zoning Appeals  
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 SHORT-TERM VACATION RENTALS 

 Intent 

 
 

 

 

 

 Permissions 

Unless otherwise identified, owner-occupied, or homestay, are allowed in all zones that residential uses 
are allowed within the Short-Term Vacation Rental Overlay District Map and in the specified commercial 
zones listed above in Section 17.1.A.  
 

 Definitions 

The following terms used in this Article are defined as follows:  
 
Code Compliance Verification Form. A document executed by a short-term vacation owner certifying 
that the short-term vacation rental unit complies with applicable zoning, building, health, and life safety 
code provisions. No person may allow occupancy or possession of any short-term vacation rental unit if 
the premises are in violation of any applicable laws including, but not limited to, zoning, building, health, 
or life safety code provisions.  
 
Short-Term Vacation Rental. Any or other structure containing no more than five bedrooms within 
permissible zones which is used, advertised, or held out to the public in part or its entirety to be a place 
where sleeping accommodations are supplied for pay and such accommodations are provided on a daily 
or weekly basis for not more than 30 days for overnight stay. For the purposes of this definition, any 
short-term vacation rental on a site located in the RN-1-7.5, RN-1-6, RN-1-5, RN-2 Zones, must contain 
no more than five bedrooms and excludes hotels, rooming houses, bed and breakfast, and boarding 
houses, or other licensed multi-unit dwellings for rent or lease, as defined in Section 21-67 and/or 
Section 11-186 and/or Section 38-2. No multi-unit dwelling can exceed a maximum of 25% of the total 
units in a given building or structure.  
 
Short-Term Vacation Rental Certificate. A certificate issued annually by the City of Chattanooga allowing 
a person or entity to operate a short-term vacation rental.  
 
Short-Term Vacation Rental Agent. A natural person designated to be responsible for daily operations by 
the owner of a short-term vacation rental on the short-term vacation rental certificate application. Such 
person must be available for and responsive to contact at all times and someone who is customarily 
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present at a location within Hamilton County for purposes of transacting the short-term vacation rental 
business. The short-term vacation rental agent must meet all other requirements set forth by state law.  
 
Short-Term Vacation Rental District. That certain area of the City of Chattanooga as determined by the 
Chattanooga City Council as the Short-Term Vacation Rental District and incorporated herein in as 
Exhibit A to this Section as amended from time to time.  
 

Editor's note(s): A copy of the Short-Term Vacation Rental Overlay District Map, referenced above as 
Exhibit A, is amended to include the additional areas described below within City Council District 1 to be 
included within the Short-Term Vacation Rental District and of additional area within City Council District 
1 effective June 11, 2024, and is available for inspection in the offices of the City Council Clerk.  
 

Legal Description 
 

Beginning at a point at the intersection of Manufacturers Road and the western boundary of US 
Highway 27 adjacent to the current western boundary of the STVR district in City Council District 1 
and following westward along the southern boundary of the Riverside Avenue right of way to its 
intersection with Pineville Road; thence northward along the western right of way boundary of 
Pineville Road to the southern boundary of Stringers Branch; thence westward following the 
southern boundary of Stringers Branch to its intersection with the eastern boundary of the Southern 
Railroad right of way; thence northward along the eastern boundary of the Southern Railroad right 
of way to the intersection with Signal Mountain Road; thence following the western boundary of 
Signal Mountain Road northward to the intersection of Signal Mountain Road and the western right 
of way boundary of Mountain Creek Road; thence following the western boundary of Mountain 
Creek Road to the southern boundary of North Runyan Drive; thence following the southern 
boundary of North Runyan Drive to the western right of way of Runyan Drive; thence following the 
western right of way boundary of Runyan Drive south to the intersection of Signal Mountain Road; 
thence following the City limit boundary of the City of Chattanooga with Red Bank, Tennessee, to 
the western boundary of US Highway 27; thence southward following the western boundary of US 
Highway 27 to the southern most point of the Red Bank, Tennessee, city limits adjacent to the right-
of-way intersections of Ladd Avenue and White Hall Road on the western boundary of US Highway 
27; thence crossing to the eastern boundary of the US Highway 27 right-of-way and connecting to 
the southernmost boundary of Red Bank, Tennessee, at the current STVR boundary in City Council 
District 1 as shown on the attached map. 

 
Short-Term Vacation Rental Occupants. Guests, tourists, lessees, vacationers, or any other person who, 
in exchange for compensation, occupy a short-term vacation rental dwelling unit for lodging for a period 
of time not to exceed 30 consecutive days.  
 
Short-Term Vacation Rental Occupancy. There are two designations regarding the occupancy status of a 
short-term vacation rental: 
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 Location and Number 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 Certificate Required 

 
 

 
 

 

 Minimum Standards 
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 Certificate Application; Action; Approval or Denial; Appeals 
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 Certificate Approval, Transferability, Conditions, and Revocation 
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 Annual Renewal and Fee 
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 Short-Term Vacation Rental Agent 
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 Invalidity of Part; Private Agreements and Covenants 

Should any court of competent jurisdiction declare any section, clause, or provision of this Article to be 
unconstitutional, such decision affects only such section, clause, or provision so declared 
unconstitutional, and does not affect any other section, clause, or provision of this Article. Additionally, 
this in no way be used to supersede any privately created agreements or covenants by any homeowner 
associations or developers restricting certain uses.  
 

 Annual Review 

The Land Development Office will conduct at a minimum an initial annual review of the provisions of this 
Article. The Board of Zoning Appeals, or its departmental designee, must conduct an annual review of 
the appeals before that body and suggest any text amendments that may be appropriate to the City 
Council.  
 

 Short-Term Vacation Rental Overlay District Map 

A copy of the Short-Term Vacation Rental Overlay District Map is available for inspection in the offices of 
the City Council Clerk.  
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 NONCONFORMITIES 

 General Applicability  

 

 

 

 

 Nonconforming Use  

A nonconforming use is the use of a structure or land that at one time was an allowed use within a zone, 
but because of this Code, or a subsequent amendment to this Code, is no longer allowed. This includes 
nonconformities created by prior zoning codes or amendments to those codes.  
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 Nonconforming Structure 

A nonconforming structure is a principal or accessory structure that at one time conformed to applicable 
zoning regulations, but because of this Code, or a subsequent amendment to this Code, does not 
conform. This includes nonconformities created by prior zoning codes or amendments to those codes.   
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EXTENSION OF NONCONFORMING WALLS 
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 Nonconforming Lot  
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  ENFORCEMENT 

 Enforcement Official 

 
 

 

 

 Application of Penalties 

Any person, firm, or corporation who violates, disobeys, omits, neglects, or refuses to comply with, or 
who resists the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Code, upon conviction, will be fined for each 
offense. Each day that a violation continues constitutes a separate offense for the purposes of the 
penalties and remedies available to the City. The accumulation of penalties for violations, but not the 
obligation for payment for violations already committed, ceases upon correction of the violation.  
 

 Fines 

Each violation is subject to a fine. Each individual successive day the violation continues is subject to an 
additional daily fine. 
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